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MHA ALLOWS 2 DISTRICT COLLECTORS IN GUJARAT
TO GRANT CITIZENSHIP

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) empowered the District Collectors of two more districts in
Gujarat — Mehsana and Anand — to grant citizenship certificates to the members of Hindu,
Sikh, Parsi, Christian, Buddhist and Jain communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Bangladesh.

This is not the first-time the magistrates or collectors have been delegated such powers by the
MHA. Similar orders were issued in 2016, 2018 and 2021 empowering District Magistrates in
several districts of Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Haryana, and Punjab to grant citizenship
certificates to migrants from the six communities who entered India on valid documents. The
notification is not related to the contentious Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) that is yet to
come into effect. The CAA passed in 2019 seeks to grant citizenship to the six undocumented
communities who came to India till December 2014.

The only way the CAA could have helped the legal minority migrants is in fast-tracking their
applications as it reduces the mandatory requirement of stay in India to five years.

The notification said that the application should be made online and and the verificationshall be
done by the Collector at the district level and forwarded to Central agencies.
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SC BANS ‘TWO-FINGER’ TEST ON RAPE SURVIVORS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Bench noted that the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare had issued guidelines for health
providers in cases of sexual violence. “These guidelines have proscribed the application of the
two-finger test,” the judgment noted.

In the present case, the two-finger test was conducted a decade ago. “But it is regrettable that it
[two-finger test] continues even today,” the court underscored.

The court directed the Centre and the State Governments to ensure that the Ministry’s
guidelines were followed to the letter. The court ordered that the guidelines be circulated to
private and government hospitals.

‘Hold workshops’

It said workshops should be held for health providers to prevent the test from being conducted
on rape survivors. The court said the curriculum in medical schools should be revised. It ordered
copies of the judgment to be handed over to the Health Ministry, which should be circulated to
the health and home departments of the States.

The home departments should circulate the judgment to the Director-Generals of Police. “Any
person who conducts the two-finger test in sexual assault cases shall be guilty of misconduct,”
the court ordered.
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THE GUN AND THE PEN: ON THE CONCLAVE OF
STATE HOME MINISTERS

Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent observations at a conclave of State Home Ministers
contained a possibly unintended explanation for why academicians, students and lawyers are
languishing in prison on terrorism charges. He called for the elimination of all forms of Naxalism,
be it of the gun-wielding variety or the kind that uses the pen “to raise international support” and
“to mislead the youth”. The remarks came alongside his emphasis on how the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act had given an impetus to combating terrorism. In effect, he has conveyed a
disconcerting message that the police would treat armed militants and intellectuals alike, if the
Government suspects a concordance in their outlook. Considering that the UAPA has been
frequently and even unfairly invoked in cases that appear to have no nexus with terrorism, Mr.
Modi’s views raise a question whether his comments are a justification of sorts for the continued
incarceration of many who do not seem to have indulged in any particular extremist act.
Incitement to violence, especially mobilising support for armed insurgency, is indeed a grave
offence, but unless there is a proven connection between the nature of the support given and an
actual act of terror or a plot to commit one, it is difficult to treat the two things as one.

Recent judicial orders declining bail to activist Umar Khalid in the Delhi riots case, and Jyoti
Jagtap of the Kabir Kala Manch in the Elgar Parishad case are good examples of how the police
straddle the huge gulf between the nature of their participation in a protest or an event and an
actual act of violence by invoking UAPA, and thus eliminating the need to have concrete
evidence to show their involvement in a communal or Maoist plot. While this may highlight the
potential for misuse of UAPA and the impediments to liberty found both in the law and in its
judicial interpretation, it also has a distinct side-effect: the manipulation of political discourse in
such a way that those who question the actions, methods and processes of the state that cause
mass resentment are criminalised. It is in such a backdrop that the use of political catchwords
such as ‘Urban Naxals’, a term that even Mr. Modi has used recently, should be seen. Far from
being linked to any terrorist or Maoist conspiracy, the term is merely used to tarnish those with
an alternative point of view. The Government arming itself with more stringent laws is only part
of the solution to the threat posed by violent extremism. Looking for remedies to the underlying
causes is more important than conjuring up conspiracies in the name of dismantling its support
structures.
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HOW FAR HAVE GOVERNMENT SCHEMES REACHED
THE PEOPLE OF GUJARAT?

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Photo used for illustration purpose only. | Photo Credit: The Hindu

Over the past two decades, welfare schemes have come to constitute an important dimension of
governance that affects voters’ choices and assessment. Most governments aggressively
design, implement and advertise various targeted schemes and general welfare measures.
Gujarat is no exception. Therefore, the claims of the BJP government and the perceptions of
voters about these claims are bound to be important factors in this election.

Have the welfare schemes of the the Central and State governments actually benefited the
targeted sections in Gujarat? We tried to examine the reach of these schemes. The Gujarat
government has implemented many schemes for the marginalised sections. We asked the
voters whether they availed of the benefits of these schemes in the last five years. Close to two
in every three households in Gujarat said they benefited from the free ration scheme: 68% from
the poorer section and 72% from the lower class said they got free ration under the scheme.

Other than the free ration scheme, there is a provision of buying ration at subsidised price under
the PDS. Around one in four households purchased ration at a subsidised cost; the proportion of
the beneficiaries of this scheme went up to one in three among poorer voters.

Both these schemes were more effective in rural Gujarat than urban Gujarat. Data suggest that
three-fourths of the households in rural Gujarat got free ration and a little over one-thirds bought
ration at subsidised prices under the PDS scheme. The success of the scheme could also be
ascertained from the fact that nine out of 10 voters from Adivasi households said that they got
free ration and close to two-thirds bought ration at a cheaper price. Three-fourths of the
surveyed Dalit households also got ration free of cost.

The Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme, for farmers, has had positive outcomes. Close to half the
voters from farming households received monetary benefits under this scheme. In the survey,
8% of farming households said they also received the benefits of other agricultural schemes
which they used to buy fertilizers, seed, machinery. etc. at subsidised prices.

Voters also acknowledged that they have received the benefits of free health treatment. Two-
fifths said that their households benefited from the health scheme which provids them free or
subsidised healthcare facilities. The data suggest that rural voters and voters from marginalised
castes and communities benefited more than others from the heath schemes implemented by
the Gujarat government in the last five years.

Other schemes which benefited the voters were electricity and water free of cost or at cheap
rates (13%), direct cash transfers (12%) and the provision of money to build a house (11%). The
beneficiaries of these schemes were higher in rural Gujarat than in urban Gujarat and were
mainly from Dalit and Adivasi households.

To sum up, the manner in which welfare schemes have affected people in Gujarat is somewhat
uneven (Tables 1 and 2). Some schemes have been implemented well. Targeted groups have
benefited from free ration, PDS, Kisan Samman Nidhi and, to some extent, the health scheme.
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The benefits of other schemes have not yet reached the targeted sections as not many voters
said they benefited from these. Yet, the goodwill earned through these schemes could be a
valuable asset for the BJP.

Jyoti Mishra and Umar Mohidin are researchers at Lokniti-CSDS
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PAHARI COMMUNITY ADDED TO ST LIST OF JAMMU
AND KASHMIR

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has now cleared the way for the
inclusion of the ‘Pahari ethnic group’ on the Scheduled Tribes list of the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The proposal green-lit by the commission also called for the inclusion of the “Paddari tribe”,
“Koli” and “Gadda Brahman” communities to be included on the ST list of J&K. This comes
within a month of Union Home Minister Amit Shah announcing in a public address in Rajouri that
the Pahari community would be given reservation in jobs and education. Government sources
said that after several meetings of the commission, the panel cleared the proposal for their
inclusion.

“The commission has examined the proposal received from the Ministry of Tribal Affairs… The
commission supports the proposal on the basis of the recommendation of the Office of the
Registrar General of India [RGI],” the NCST concluded.

The suggestion for the inclusion had come from the commission set up for socially and
educationally backward classes in the Union Territory, headed by Justice (Retd.) G.D. Sharma.
With the delimitation of the newly-formed UT having been done and the Election Commission of
India looking to hold elections there soon, Mr. Shah had promised that his government was
working to implement the recommendations of the Justice Sharam Commission, while
addressing a public rally on October 4 in Rajouri in Pir Panjal Valley, where most Paharis reside.

The delimitation commission has reserved six of the nine Assembly segments in the Pir Panjal
Valley for STs.

The Pir Panjal valley is also home to Gujjars and Bakarwals, who are already categorised as
STs, and have expressed resentment over the possibility of the inclusion of Paharis in the ST
list.

While promising Paharis ST status, Mr. Shah had also vowed that the government will not dilute
the share of benefits available to Gujjars and Bakarwals in the area and sought the support of all
three communities.

Once the NCST and the Office of the RGI have approved the proposal for inclusion, all that
remains to be done is for the Union Cabinet to give the final nod.

After several meetings of the commission, the panel cleared the proposal
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HUSBAND CAN REJECT KHULA DEMAND: MUSLIM
BOARD

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

In a move likely to have far reaching ramifications, the All India Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) on Thursday pronounced that a Muslim woman does not enjoy a unilateral right to end
her marriage through Khula . According to the Board, the husband reserves the right to accept
or reject her demand for Khula .

The Board stated: “ Khula is dependent on both husband and wife agreeing to end marriage
after a woman initiates the proposal”. “If the man does not agree, the woman has the right to go
in for faskh or judicial divorce,“ Khalid Saifullah Rehmani, general secretary, AIMPLB, stated.

The Board’s response comes in the wake of Kerala High Court verdict earlier this week wherein
the court reiterated its stand of a Muslim woman’s right to end marriage through Khula , a man
enjoying no right to withhold his consent.
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SEVEN TOPPERS IN LATEST INDEX ON SCHOOL
EDUCATION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Gujarat is now among the top performers in school education, according to an index released by
the Ministry of Education.

Though no State found a place in the top grade, Gujarat, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh have
joined Kerala, Punjab, Chandigarh, and Maharashtra categorised under Level 2 with a score of
901 to 950 out of a total score of 1,000.

The Performance Grading Index of the Ministry of Education classifies States and Union
Territories into 10 grades based on their score out of a total 1,000 points.

Their performance is assessed on a total of 70 indicators in five domains, which are learning
outcome, access, infrastructure and facilities, equity and governance process.

A total of 12 States and UTs, including National Capital Territory of Delhi, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Odisha, attained Level 3 with a score between 851-900. No State figured in the
bottom three grades.
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DECLINE IN PRE-PRIMARY ENROLMENTS CONTINUED
IN 2021-22, SAYS GOVT. REPORT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The number of children entering pre-primary classes in 2021-2022 saw a further decline,
resulting in 30% fewer students in this school section as compared to pre-Covid as younger
students with less access to remote learning continue to bear the biggest brunt of learning loss
during the pandemic, according to a report released by the Ministry of Education.

A total of 94.95 lakh students entered pre-primary classes in 2021-2022, registering a drop of
10% as compared to the previous year when 1.06 crore children enrolled in these classes.
However, in 2020-2021, there was already a decline of 21% enrolment in pre-primary classes as
compared to 1.35 crore the year before due to school closures and classrooms moving online,
according to the Unified District Information System for Education Plus report on school
education.

Enrolment in primary classes, which include classes 1 to 5, also saw a drop for the first time,
falling from 12.20 lakh in 2020-2021 to 12.18 lakh in 2021-2022. However, the total number of
students from primary to higher secondary increased by 19 lakh to 25.57 crore.

Also for the first time since the pandemic, the report records a decline in number of schools due
to closures as well as a lack of teachers. There were 20,000 fewer schools in 2021-2022 as the
total number of schools dropped from 15.09 lakh to 14.89 lakh.

There were also 1.89 lakh or 1.98% fewer teachers as their number reduced from 96.96 lakh in
2020-2021 to 95.07 lakh in 2021-2022.

Computer facilities were available in 44.75% of schools, while Internet access was available only
in 33.9% of schools. However, their availability has improved as compared to pre-Covid when
only 38.5% of schools had computers and 22.3% had Internet facilities.
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GER IMPROVED IN 2021-22 AT PRIMARY, UPPER
PRIMARY, AND HIGHER SECONDARY LEVELS OF
SCHOOL EDUCATION COMPARED TO 2020-21

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Ministry of Education released a detailed report on Unified District Information System for
Education Plus (UDISE+) 2021-22 on school education of India.

The UDISE+ system of online data collection from the schools was developed by Department of
School Education & Literacy in the year 2018-19 to overcome the issues related to erstwhile
practice of manual data filling in paper format . In UDISE+ system, improvements have been
made particularly in the areas related to data capture, data mapping and data verification.

In UDISE+ 2021-22, additional data on important indicators viz., digital library, peer learning,
hard spot identification, number of books available in school library, etc have been collected for
the first time to align with the NEP 2020 initiatives.  

Students and Teachers in School Education:

In 2021-22 total students enrolled in school education from primary to higher secondary stood at
25.57 crore as compare to 25.38 crore enrolment in 2020-21, registering an increase of 19.36
lakh enrolments. Total number of Scheduled caste enrolment increased to 4.82 Crore in 2021-
22 as compared to 4.78 Crore in 2020-21. Similarly, total Scheduled Tribe enrolment increased
to 2.51 crore in 2021-22 from 2.49 crore in 2020-21. Total other backward students also
increased to 11.48 crore in 2021-22 from 11.35 crore in 2020-21.

Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) which measures the general level of participation has improved in
2021-22 at primary, upper primary, and higher secondary levels of school education, as
compared to 2020-21. Notably, GER in higher secondary has made significant improvement
from 53.8% in 2021-21 to 57.6% in 2021-22.

Total enrolment of Children with Special Needs (CWSN) in 2021-22 stands at 22.67 lakh as
compared to 21.91 lakh in 2020-21 showing an improvement of 3.45% over 2020-21.

95.07 lakh teachers are engaged in school education during 2021-22 out of which more than
51% are female teachers. Further, in 2021-22, the Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) stood at 26 for
primary, 19 for upper primary, 18 for secondary and 27 for higher secondary, showing an
improvement since 2018-19. The PTR for primary, upper primary, secondary and higher
secondary was 28, 19, 21, and 30 respectively during 2018-19.

In 2021-22 over 12.29 crore girls are enrolled in primary to higher secondary showing an
increase of 8.19 lakh compare to the enrolment of girls in 2020-21. The Gender Parity Index
(GPI) of GER shows the representation of females in school education is in line with
representation of girls in population of corresponding age group. The GPI value at all level of
school education are one or more implying more participation of girls in the school education.

In 2021-22, total number of Scheduled Caste (SC) students from Primary to Higher Secondary
has gone up to 4.83 crore from 4.78 crore in 2020-21. Similarly, total Scheduled Tribe (ST)
students have gone up from 2.49 crore to 2.51 crore and Other Backward Caste (OBC) students
from 11.35 crore to 11.49 crore during 2020-21 and 2021-22.
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Total number of schools in 2021-22 stood at 14.89 lakhs as compared to 15.09 lakhs in 2020-
21. The decline in total schools is mainly due to closure of private and other management
schools and grouping/ clustering of schools by various States.

School Infrastructure: Impact of Samagra Shiksha scheme:

The availability of basic infrastructure facilities in schools as on 2021-22 are as follows:

Sustainable Environment Initiatives for School

 

For details, see the link below:

http://dashboard.udiseplus.gov.in.

or

http://udiseplus.gov.in/#

*****

MJPS/AK

Ministry of Education released a detailed report on Unified District Information System for
Education Plus (UDISE+) 2021-22 on school education of India.

The UDISE+ system of online data collection from the schools was developed by Department of
School Education & Literacy in the year 2018-19 to overcome the issues related to erstwhile
practice of manual data filling in paper format . In UDISE+ system, improvements have been
made particularly in the areas related to data capture, data mapping and data verification.

In UDISE+ 2021-22, additional data on important indicators viz., digital library, peer learning,
hard spot identification, number of books available in school library, etc have been collected for
the first time to align with the NEP 2020 initiatives.  

Students and Teachers in School Education:

In 2021-22 total students enrolled in school education from primary to higher secondary stood at
25.57 crore as compare to 25.38 crore enrolment in 2020-21, registering an increase of 19.36
lakh enrolments. Total number of Scheduled caste enrolment increased to 4.82 Crore in 2021-
22 as compared to 4.78 Crore in 2020-21. Similarly, total Scheduled Tribe enrolment increased
to 2.51 crore in 2021-22 from 2.49 crore in 2020-21. Total other backward students also
increased to 11.48 crore in 2021-22 from 11.35 crore in 2020-21.

Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) which measures the general level of participation has improved in
2021-22 at primary, upper primary, and higher secondary levels of school education, as
compared to 2020-21. Notably, GER in higher secondary has made significant improvement
from 53.8% in 2021-21 to 57.6% in 2021-22.

Total enrolment of Children with Special Needs (CWSN) in 2021-22 stands at 22.67 lakh as
compared to 21.91 lakh in 2020-21 showing an improvement of 3.45% over 2020-21.
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95.07 lakh teachers are engaged in school education during 2021-22 out of which more than
51% are female teachers. Further, in 2021-22, the Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) stood at 26 for
primary, 19 for upper primary, 18 for secondary and 27 for higher secondary, showing an
improvement since 2018-19. The PTR for primary, upper primary, secondary and higher
secondary was 28, 19, 21, and 30 respectively during 2018-19.

In 2021-22 over 12.29 crore girls are enrolled in primary to higher secondary showing an
increase of 8.19 lakh compare to the enrolment of girls in 2020-21. The Gender Parity Index
(GPI) of GER shows the representation of females in school education is in line with
representation of girls in population of corresponding age group. The GPI value at all level of
school education are one or more implying more participation of girls in the school education.

In 2021-22, total number of Scheduled Caste (SC) students from Primary to Higher Secondary
has gone up to 4.83 crore from 4.78 crore in 2020-21. Similarly, total Scheduled Tribe (ST)
students have gone up from 2.49 crore to 2.51 crore and Other Backward Caste (OBC) students
from 11.35 crore to 11.49 crore during 2020-21 and 2021-22.

Total number of schools in 2021-22 stood at 14.89 lakhs as compared to 15.09 lakhs in 2020-
21. The decline in total schools is mainly due to closure of private and other management
schools and grouping/ clustering of schools by various States.

School Infrastructure: Impact of Samagra Shiksha scheme:

The availability of basic infrastructure facilities in schools as on 2021-22 are as follows:

Sustainable Environment Initiatives for School

 

For details, see the link below:

http://dashboard.udiseplus.gov.in.

or

http://udiseplus.gov.in/#
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‘SEWA PIONEERED BY ELABEN WAS INNOVATIVE
EXPERIMENT’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other

Stakeholders in Development Process

Elaben Bhatt

Elaben Bhatt, a legendary figure in post-Independent India, passed away in Ahmedabad on
November 2. Her demise is a grievous loss to the nation. SEWA (Self Employed Women’s
Association) pioneered by her was one of the most innovative and successful experiments in
India in the field of social development. SEWA empowered women in India in the
comprehensive sense of the term on a scale never witnessed before.

It simultaneously provided employment to women and promoted cooperative production,
consumption and marketing of textiles which constituted the core of India’s industrialisation. It
also decisively influenced the course of trade unionism and labour movement in India.

For her work, Elaben received numerous accolades and was conferred several national and
international awards including Padma Bhushan, Magsaysay Award and the Indira Gandhi
Sadbhavna Award. She was a Member of Parliament and of the Planning Commission of the
Government of India. She used all these opportunities to bring about a structural improvement in
the condition of Indian women.

Elaben was simplicity incarnate, both in the way she lived and interacted with people and
expressed herself. She was often seen dressed in plain white sari with tastefully designed
border.

In recalling my association with Elaben, an incident that comes to my mind is my consultation
with her on the telephone on my taking up the task of promoting Grameen Bank movement in
India pioneered by another visionary of the Indian sub-continent, Muhammad Yunus.

Professor Yunus had sounded me to take a lead in establishing and directing a company which
would bring together all the existing projects of the Grameen Bank in India and aim to broaden
the Grameen Bank movement in the country. I sought Elaben advice on whether I should plunge
into this venture on nearly a full-time basis. Her advice was clearly ‘no’.

For, she did not believe that employment for women could be created and sustained by a simple
banking device. Any sustainable and rewarding employment must involve women’s participation
in the process of production, consumption and distribution. In the process, they should acquire
education and skill, create institutions of their own and enhance their bargaining strength.

Elaben gracefully accepted the invitation extended to her for participating in the World
Conference on Recreating South Asia, held in New Delhi in February 2011, organised by the
South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS) and Research and Information Systems for
Developing Countries (RIS). She presented at the conference a beautifully written creative piece
under the title “Livelihood, nature and oeace: a Grahini perspective”.

Hundred Mile Principle

In this paper, she gave a perspective analysis of the objectives and special features of SEWA
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and elaborated the Hundred Mile Principle and the Grahini Theory of International Relations
propounded by her at that time. In short, the Hundred Mile Principle involved the “use of
products and services primary to life that are solely produced within a radius of hundred miles”.

The Grahini Theory of International Relations combined such elements as elimination of poverty
and deprivation as an essential requirement for establishing peace, a society free of violence
and the need to bring nature into the peace process. This article is included as a chapter in the
book “Democracy, Sustainable Development and Peace: New Perspectives on South Asia” co-
edited by Akmal Hussain of Pakistan and myself and published by the Oxford University Press.

Elaben Bhatt left an indelible mark on the course of the history of social development in India.
History is made by those who enter the scene in an unpretentious and self-effacing manner and
leave a stamp of their originality and vision, and not by the procession of those who, to quote
Shakespeare, make much sound and fury signifying nothing.

In conclusion, I bow my head to a personality who closely touched my heart and soul as that of
the millions of other Indians and who left an indelible mark on the course of Indian history.

(The author is a former

Foreign Secretary)
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BRING BACK OLD PENSION SCHEME, GOVT.
EMPLOYEES WRITE TO CABINET SECRETARY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

In solidarity:Priyanka Gandhi Vadra meeting the protesters who are demanding the
implementation of OPS in Himachal Pradesh.PTI-

Demanding that the old pension scheme (OPS) be restored, a federation of Central government
employees’ unions has written to the Cabinet Secretary, stating that the current National
Pension System (NPS) was a disaster for retiring employees in their old age.

The federation, in a letter, said a defence establishment official who recently retired after more
than 13 years of service received only 15% of the assured pension he would have otherwise got
under the OPS. Under the NPS, the official with a basic pay of Rs. 30,500 received Rs. 2,417 as
monthly pension as against the Rs. 15,250 he would have received under the OPS. Another
official with a basic pay of Rs. 34,300 received Rs. 2,506 as monthly pension after more than 15
years of service, whereas under the OPS, he would have been entitled to Rs. 17,150 as
pension.

The letter signed by the Joint Consultative Machinery (JCM), an apex body of various
government unions comprising Group B and Group C officials, read: “It is amply clear that the
NPS employees despite their contribution of 10% of their wages every month for their entire
service are getting only a very meagre pension and are worse off vis-à-vis the OPS. The
pension under NPS remain static and there is no dearness relief to compensate the price
rise/inflation as available in the OPS.”

It said that all Central government employees, including paramilitary personnel, were opposing
the “no guaranteed NPS” and were demanding that the government scrap the NPS.

The Cabinet Secretary is the chair of the JCM. “It is now 18 years after the implementation of
NPS. Employees who were recruited on or after 01/01/2004 have now started retiring from
service. From the paltry amount they are now getting as pension from NPS it is proved that it is
a disaster for the retiring employees in their old age and not a win-win situation,” the letter,
signed by Shiva Gopal Mishra, Secretary, National Council (Staff Side), JCM, said.

Mr. Mishra told The Hindu that the NPS was “an atrocity committed on government employees”
and the federation was contemplating serious measures to draw the government’s attention. “It
is a do-or-die situation. The fight will be taken to the national level. We are in touch with bank
and insurance [employees’] associations. We are aware of the country’s economic situation and
are seeking a practical solution, but how can a retired government employee run their household
with a pension of Rs. 1,800?” he asked.

He added that he had had several rounds of meetings with the Cabinet Secretary, Department
of Personnel and Training, and Department of Expenditure, and had been told that it was a
policy issue beyond the remit of bureaucracy.

The OPS, or the Defined Pension Benefit Scheme, assured life-long income post-retirement,
usually equivalent to 50% of the last drawn salary. The government bore the expenditure
incurred on the pension. The Atal Bihari Vajpayee government in 2003 decided to discontinue
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the OPS and introduced the NPS.

The scheme, applicable to all new recruits joining Central government service (except the
Armed Forces) from April 1, 2004, is a participatory, market-linked scheme, where employees
contribute to the pension corpus from their salaries, with matching contribution from the
government.

Except West Bengal, all States implemented the NPS. The non-BJP-ruled Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Punjab have announced that they would restore the OPS. In the
upcoming Himachal Pradesh Assembly election, the OPS has emerged as a key poll issue.
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MADRASAS ARE FACING AN EXISTENTIAL CRISIS IN
UTTAR PRADESH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Muslim clerics and managers of madrasas attend a conference convened by Islamic seminary
Darul Uloom Deoband in Saharanpur on October 30, 2022. | Photo Credit: PTI

There has been a lot of unhappiness about the Yogi Adiyanath government’s decision to
conduct a survey of unrecognised madrasas in Uttar Pradesh. The government’s claim — of the
survey being an exercise to help the madrasas and their students — has been less than
convincing. In the past, the government has called into question the patriotism of madrasa
students by asking their management to hoist the national flag on Independence Day, record the
proceedings, and submit the same to the local magistrate.

Yet, the fact remains that unrecognised, irregular madrasas could do with some help. Most are
floundering for lack of direction. Many impart elementary theological instruction through semi-
educated teachers. If at all there, secular education is, at best, piecemeal. Madrasas depend
almost fully on community funding. And with the economic downturn — first post-demonetisation
and then post-COVID-19 — that funding has reduced to a trickle. Under normal circumstances,
an institute pressed for funds cuts down on expansion plans or puts new courses on hold. Here,
it has become an existential crisis for tens of thousands of students. The dwindling community
sponsorship has translated into less food to eat and no warm clothes for them. If that makes it
seem as though the madrasas’ prime purpose is to feed and clothe the needy, the reality is not
entirely different. Most students are first-generation learners. Many of them are sent by parents
with the idea that there will be one less mouth to feed at home. For poverty-stricken parents, the
madrasas’ free boarding and lodging is a blessing. The education is often considered a bonus.
The much-maligned madrasas feed the hungry and impart literacy.

Today, it is becoming challenging to operate madrasas in Uttar Pradesh. For instance, Jamiatul
Hamd in Gautam Buddha Nagar district is a rare madrasa which encouraged its students to take
the Central Board of Secondary Education exams alongside learning to be Hafiz-e-Quran (one
who has memorised the Quran). The madrasa is so short of funds that the management does
not know where the next meal for the students will come from. In the past, Good Samaritans
sent packs of rice, lentils, wheat flour and cooking oil. Such sponsorship has come down
drastically, leaving the students with the prospect of going to bed hungry. Most of them also do
not have blankets to cover themselves in the coming winter. Also, 40% of the students in this
madrasa who went back home during the COVID-19 pandemic did not return.

The scene is not too different at the Jamia Mahad-e-Noor madrasa in Dadri, where 30% of the
students dropped out after COVID-19. Day scholars face an uncertain future. Some teachers
could not be retained due to paucity of funds.

Meanwhile, the cash-strapped Jamia Naseeriya Islamia in Ghaziabad closed down its wing for
outstation students. In mosques across Uttar Pradesh, community aid is sought for
unrecognised madrasas after daily prayers. In almost every madrasa, there are lingering
apprehensions about their fate after the survey. Many packed off their outstation students in
panic when the survey started. The students may never return.

Incidentally, these schools had also sent back their outstation students after the nationwide

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/madrasas-survey-starts-in-up/article65876199.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/up-government-reiterates-madrasa-survey-aims-for-the-betterment-of-the-islamic-institutions/article66100984.ece
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lockdown was imposed in March 2020. Many students did not return as their parents got them
employed as either farm labourers or at sundry tea shops or eateries. A student who may have
at one time dreamed of becoming a scholar of Islam is now a menial worker.

Also read | Survey of madrasas in Karnataka a non-starter, government turns focus on Arabic
schools

Most madrasas stayed shut for more than 18 months during the pandemic. But unlike public
schools, they imparted no online instruction as most children studying in these madrasas had no
access to smartphones at home. Even a seminary like Darul Uloom, Deoband could not
continue online instruction for this reason.

The fear of the survey has only made things worse. Students of madrasas which do not have an
electricity connection and use just a handpump to provide water are particularly vulnerable.
Ownership documents are not exactly foolproof. As more and more parents withdraw their
children from madrasas, and many seminaries send back outstation students, learning may
come to a full stop for thousands of youngsters.
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SC, IN A MAJORITY VERDICT, UPHOLDS EWS QUOTA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

In their minority view, Justice Bhat and Chief Justice Lalit held that though quota on the basis of
economic deprivation, destitution and poverty was “per se permissible/valid” and even
“constitutionally indefeasible”, the “othering” of socially and educationally disadvantaged
classes, including the SC/ST/OBC/SEBC communities, on the ground that they already enjoy
the benefits of a pre-existing 50% reservation on the basis of their caste and class origins, would
amount to heaping injustice based on their past disability. He said such an exclusion was simply
“Orwellian” as the government’s statistics itself showed that the “bulk of economic deprived
section of the society belonged to SC/ST/SEBC/OBC”. He said the SCs make up 38% of the
population, STs 48.4%, and OBCs 13.86% of the 31.7 crore people living below the poverty line.
Forward castes or the unreserved category make up only 5.85%.

The petitioners had argued that the exclusion of SC/ST/SEBC/OBC had left only the “middle
class” among the forward castes drawing less than Rs. 8 lakh as annual family income to reap
the benefits of the EWS quota. Justice Bhat said the exclusion from the EWS quota based on
social or identity origins struck at the essence of the “non-discriminatory rule” and destroyed the
equality code of the Constitution. It amounted to a “hostile discrimination” of the poorest
members of society, who were already socially and educationally backward and subjected to
caste discrimination.

“The court for the first time in seven decades of the Republic has sanctioned an avowedly
exclusionary and discriminatory principle,” he referred pointedly to the majority opinions. “Our
Constitution does not speak the language of exclusion,” Justice Bhat underscored. He said the
poorest of poor among SC/ST/OBC/SEBC had been kept out of EWS quota on the delusion that
they benefit from the existing 50% reservation and were thus “somehow more fortunate”. The
government, Justice Bhat said, believed that including SC/ST/OBC/SEBC members in the EWS
quota would bestow them a “double benefit”. Existing reservation should not be seen as a “free
pass to equal opportunity” for these backward classes, he noted, but as a reparative and
compensatory mechanism to level the field for those crippled by social stigmatisation.

But Justice Trivedi countered that the 103rd Amendment only created “a separate class of EWS
without affecting the special right of reservation provided to SEBCs, STs, SCs and OBCs”. Even
the SC/ST/SEBC/OBC members had been treated as a separate category for the purpose of the
50% reservation. Now, they cannot be treated at par with citizens belonging to the general or
unreserved category, Justice Trivedi said.

“The amendment certainly cannot be termed as a shocking, unscrupulous travesty of equal
justice. Just as equals cannot be treated as unequals, unequals cannot be treated equally.
Treating unequals as equals will offend the doctrine of equality in Article 14,” Justice Trivedi
reasoned.

Justice Maheshwari dismissed the argument that the 10% EWS quota would breach the ceiling
limit of 50% on reservation. He said the 50% rule formed by the Supreme Court in the Indira
Sawhney judgment in 1992 was “not inflexible”. Further, it had applied only to
SC/ST/SEBC/OBC communities and not the general category.

In his spirited dissent, Justice Bhat responded that permitting the breach of 50% ceiling limit
would become “a gateway for further infractions and result in compartmentalisation”. He kept the
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issue open.
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‘FCRA CHANGES AIM TO STOP UNPRODUCTIVE NGO
SPENDING’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other

Stakeholders in Development Process

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act was amended in 2020 to discourage expenditure by
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) on “unproductive items” such as inflated staff salaries
and luxury vehicles, the Union Home Ministry said in its 2021-22 annual report.

The Ministry said that the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2020 was passed
by Parliament in September 2020 and notified on September 28 that year.

“The amendments would help effectively monitor the receipt and utilisation of foreign
contribution,” it said.

It said provisions such as Aadhaar of key functionaries of NGOs, receipt of foreign contribution
only through designated FCRA bank accounts with the State Bank of India, a complete ban on
domestic transfer of foreign funds and reduction of administrative expense limit to 20% from
50% “would ensure exact identification of office-bearers and eliminate chances of benami
/bogus entry and would discourage expenditure on unproductive items like inflated staff salaries,
posh buildings and office and luxurious vehicles”.

 Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values


Page 23

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-11-08

VERDICT MAY SEAL FATE OF CHALLENGE TO T.N.
QUOTA LAW, JUSTICE BHAT CAUTIONS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, who authored the minority view on the five-judge Bench on Monday,
said upholding the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) quota will run the danger of “sealing the
fate” of a pending challenge to the 69% reservation in Tamil Nadu without the benefit of a
hearing.

Sounding a “cautionary note” to fellow judges who formed the majority on the Bench, Justice
Bhat and Chief Justice of India U.U. Lalit said the creation of 10% EWS reservation over and
above 50% existing quota has a “direct bearing” on the “likely outcome” of the litigation against
the 69% reservation in Tamil Nadu. The judge said the breach of the 50% limit is the principal
ground of attack against the 76th Constitutional Amendment of 1994 which inserted, as Entry
257A, the Tamil Nadu Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Reservation of Seats in Educational Institutions and of Appointments or Posts in the Services
under the State) Act, 1993 in the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution.

Section 4 of the Act provides 30% reservation to Backward Classes, 20% for Most Backward
Classes and de-notified communities, 18% for Scheduled Castes, and 1% for Scheduled Tribes.
Thus, a total of 69% reservation is provided.

“The validity of the 1993 Act and whether the inclusion by the Constitutional Amendment violates
Basic Structure, is directly in issue before this court,” Justice Bhat reminded.

The Tamil Nadu law was challenged by a student, C.V. Gayathri.

Ms. Gayathri submitted that the “Tamil Nadu Re servation Act, 1993 provides 69% reservation in
admissions and in public services, which is arbitrary, unreasonable and excessive. This
excessive reservation seriously affects general category students and candidates to the public
services”.

She said the Act was contrary to the principle laid down by a nine-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court in the Indira Sawhney case, which had concluded that reservation of “50% shall be the
rule”.

The breach of 50% limit is the ground of attack against the 76th Constitutional Amendment, the
judge says
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‘RESERVATION AS A CONCEPT CAN’T BE RULED OUT
IN PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, who led the majority opinions on the five-judge Bench which upheld
the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) quota on Monday, held that “the 103rd Constitution
Amendment which permits the state to make special provisions cannot be said to breach the
Basic Structure of the Constitution”.

Justice Maheshwari was addressing the “impact” of the amendment, which introduced the EWS
quota on admissions to private unaided institutions.

Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, who authored the minority opinion for himself and Chief Justice U.U.
Lalit, also observed that “reservations in private institutions is not per se violative of the Basic
Structure [of the Constitution]”.

Justice Bhat reasoned that reservations as a concept cannot be ruled out in private institutions
where education is imparted. “Unaided private institutions, including those imparting professional
education, cannot be seen as standing out of the national mainstream,” Justice Bhat observed.
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PUBLISHING PAPERS NOT MANDATORY FOR PH.D.
SCHOLARS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The University Grants Commission has said that though publication of research papers in peer-
reviewed journals may not be mandatory anymore for Ph.D. scholars, it will have value when
they apply for employment or post-doctoral opportunities.

In new guidelines for Ph.D. scholars, which were notified on Monday, the UGC had done away
with the compulsory requirement of getting research papers published in peer- reviewed journals
before the final thesis was submitted.

UGC Chairperson M. Jagadeesh Kumar, in a statement, said even if publication of research
paper in peer-reviewed journals was not compulsory, it does not mean Ph.D. students should
stop doing that altogether.

“Focussing on high-quality research will lead to publications in good journals, even if it is not
mandatory. It will add value when they apply for employment or post-doctoral opportunities,” Mr.
Kumar said.

The statement further said that by scrapping the mandatory publication requirement, “we
recognise that the one-size-fits-all approach is not desirable. For instance, doctoral scholars in
computer science prefer presenting their papers at conferences rather than publishing them in
journals. I urge the universities to ensure that the Ph.D. evaluation process is strengthened and
research scholars are trained to publish in peer-reviewed journals, present at conferences, and
apply for patents where feasible”.

The new guidelines also allow working professionals to pursue part-time doctoral programmes
after obtaining a no-objection certificate from their employers. This will benefit working
professionals who cannot take long leave to complete their Ph.D.s.

UGC removes requirement in new guidelines, but suggests students continue to do it
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PAHARIS ON ST LIST: GUJJARS, BAKERWALS PLAN
BOYCOTT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The protest campaign of Gujjars and Bakerwals against the Centre’s decision to include Paharis
on the Schedule Tribe list is gaining momentum in J&K, with these communities planning to
boycott the visit of Union Tribal Minister Arjun Munda this month. “A boycott call was announced
today [Wednesday] by the All J&K Gujjar Bakerwal Co-ordination Committee (AJKGBCC), a
body of ST communities, to register their protest against grant of ST status to Pahari-speaking
people who belong to upper castes of society,” Anwar Chowdhary, convener of the committee,
said in Jammu. Mr. Munda is likely to visit Udhampur on November 17 and 18.
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CONSIDERING CONSENT: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
POCSO ACT AND THE AGE OF CONSENT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

As much as the laws of a country must adhere to the principle of justice and fairness, they also
need to stay in tune with the times. It was this proviso that the Dharwad Bench of the High Court
of Karnataka invoked as it urged the Law Commission of India to have a rethink on the criteria
for age of consent, ‘taking into consideration the ground realities’. The judges said they were
motivated to make this recommendation, having encountered several cases relating to minor
girls over the age of 16 years (but below 18 years) having fallen in love and eloped with the boy,
and wondered why the consent of the girl in a sexual relationship is not factored in, especially
when charges are made out under provisions of the POCSO Act. The Act was enacted to
protect children from sexual abuse, and it raised the age of consent for sexual intercourse from
16 to 18 years. In practice, however, studies have noted that many cases booked under the Act
in the adolescent group (16 years and above) have a romantic involvement, including eloping
with the intention of getting married, consensually. In almost all instances, police cases are
initiated by the parents of the minor girl who has eloped with the lover. Once the sexual act is
confirmed, the POCSO Act is slapped on the boy, who may sometimes be a minor, or barely of
legal age for marriage, and the consequences of being prosecuted for penetrative sexual assault
are life altering, as they are meant to be. While the boys face criminal prosecution, the girls are
also sent to government institutions when they protest parents’ strong disapproval of the liaison.
Activists have charged that this has the potential to wreck the lives of the youngsters involved,
and entire families too are felled by this encounter with the law.

There is no doubt that children are vulnerable, and must be protected from forced attempts to
sexually assault or groom them with an eye on exploitation. However, the realities of adolescent
attraction and the ascertainment of consent, 16 years or above, must be considered pertinent to
investigation and prosecution. The High Court judges also asked if it could be presumed that
minors have knowledge of the applicable law. It may be remembered that the Justice J.S. Verma
Committee on Amendments to Criminal Law also recommended that the age of consent be
reduced to 16, and necessary amendments be made in the POCSO Act. The Law Commission
must now train its guns on the actual implementation of the Act, and ensure the POCSO Act,
stays true to its broad intent — the protection of children.
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ENFORCING THE BAN ON THE TWO-FINGER TEST
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

File photo of the Supreme Court | Photo Credit: PTI

On October 31, the Supreme Court declared that any person conducting the ‘two-finger test’ on
rape or sexual assault survivors will be found guilty of misconduct. The court said that the test is
“regressive and invasive” and has “no scientific basis as it neither proves nor disapproves
allegations of rape”. It instead “re-victimises and re-traumatises women who may have been
sexually assaulted.” In 2013, too, in Lillu v. State of Haryana, the Supreme Court had held that
the two-finger test violates the right of rape survivors.

Section 53A of the Evidence Act states that previous sexual experience “shall not be relevant to
the issue of consent or the quality of consent” in prosecutions of sexual offences. In 2014, the
Union Ministry of Health issued ‘guidelines and protocols’ proscribing the application of the two-
finger test. It directed health providers to conduct a medical examination as per the detailed
‘proforma for medico-legal examination of survivors/victims of sexual violence’, a copy of which
was annexed to the guidelines. The guidelines state that a copy of the medical report must be
given immediately, and free of cost, to the survivor/victim. These guidelines were circulated to
hospitals, but it appears that the instructions were not taken seriously by the doctors handling
medico-legal cases.

It is important to note that the doctor’s medical opinion has a vital bearing on the outcome of a
criminal case. In the case of sexual assault, the doctor is required to mention marks of
resistance and sign(s) of recent intercourse. She is not supposed to give her opinion about rape,
as rape is a legal term and not a medical diagnosis. It is for the investigating officer to conclude
after their investigation whether or not rape was committed. An unsolicited opinion by a medical
practitioner may create doubt and weaken the case. Therefore, it is undesirable to conduct the
two-finger test (on a victim of sexual assault), which has no evidential value in the investigation.

The Supreme Court said that workshops must be conducted. This is relevant as there is no
institutional platform to share such judgments with medical practitioners. Forensic science
laboratories (FSLs) generally work under the Home Departments of States. Funds for the
modernisation of the police are also planned and utilised by the police under the supervision of
the Home Department. A part of these funds are used for the upgradation of FSLs. The police
department’s interaction with the FSL is generally continuous, and both understand each other’s
requirements.

However, despite the Health Department’s relevance in the investigation of offences relating to
assault, rape, unnatural death, age determination (by the ossification method), etc., interaction
between the Health Ministry and the Home Ministry (or the police department) is limited. Further,
the Health Department is not one of the pillars of the Inter-Operable Criminal Justice System
(ICJS), which is an extension of the Home Ministry’s mission mode project, the Crime and
Criminal Tracking and Network Systems, and is operational at each police station of the country.

Editorial | Reporting rape: On the trauma of rape survivor

The police have an age-old system of ‘roll call’. Roll calls are supposed to be held every day in
the morning and in the evening at police stations and reserve police lines. Besides allocating
duty to every police personnel, every order of the Superintendent of Police (and of seniors
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through him) is read and explained to everyone present and signatures obtained. This ensures
accountability. However, this practice seems to have either become irregular or remained only
on paper. This is evident from the fact that despite the Supreme Court’s order scrapping Section
66A of the Information Technology Act, cases were registered at many police stations. The
system of daily roll call must be revived at all police stations.

Training still remains one of the most neglected branches in most departments. With limited in-
house training capacity, officers are often not spared for refresher courses even once in five
years. The communication channels between the heads of department and the officers are
never direct and straight. It is, therefore, quite likely that the two-finger test will continue to be
conducted in some remote areas. The erring doctors (if any) will have all the reasons to justify
their act and evade disciplinary action for any ‘misconduct’ so contemplated.

Also read | Bible of forensic medicine drops two-finger test to establish rape

Therefore, all departments which have a bearing on the investigation of offences or are
stakeholders in the criminal justice system must come together periodically so that they can
exchange best practices, latest developments in law, and court rulings. An institutional
mechanism needs to be developed to ensure continuity of this process. The medico-legal
section of the Health Department needs to be integrated with the ICJS as it is no less important
than the FSL. Training capacity must also be reviewed, and communication channels improved
to avoid the status quo.

 Our code of editorial values

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/Bible-of-forensic-medicine-drops-two-finger-test-to-establish-rape/article14380493.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/living-our-values-code-of-editorial-values/article1715043.ece?utm_source=thehindu&amp;utm_medium=article&amp;utm_campaign=values


Page 30

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-11-11

V-CS MUST HAVE SERVED 10 YEARS AS PROFESSOR,
BE PICKED FROM PANEL

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

A Vice-Chancellor should have a minimum teaching experience of 10 years as a professor in a
university and his or her name should be recommended by the search-cum-selection committee.
The appointment of a Vice-Chancellor (V-C) is to be made from the names recommended by the
search-cum-selection committee, the Supreme Court held in a judgment on Thursday.

A Bench of Justices M.R. Shah and M.M. Sundresh referred to Section 10(3) of the University
Act, 2019, which provided that the committee should prepare a list of three persons for
appointment as V-C based on their qualification and eligibility.

The judgment dealt with a challenge by Professor Narendra Singh Bhandari, whose appointment
as V-C of Soban Singh Jeena University was set aside by the Uttarakhand High Court last year.

The contention against Mr. Bhandari’s appointment was that he did not have the requisite 10-
year teaching experience as professor.

He had only eight-and-a-half years’ experience until he was appointed a member of the
Uttarakhand Public Service Commission in 2017.

Long leave

However, he made the case that while serving in the commission he was on long leave and his
lien continued on the post of professor. He was appointed V-C in 2020.

“Merely because his lien was continued on the post of a professor, it cannot be said that he
continued to teach and/or he was having the teaching experience during the period of lien,”
Justice Shah, who wrote the judgment, held.
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UNLAUNDERED TRUTH: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
SANJAY RAUT’S BAIL AND THE FUNCTIONING OF
CENTRAL AGENCIES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

A Special Court dealing with cases under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) in
Mumbai has made some extraordinarily scathing observations about the way the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) functions. While granting bail to Sanjay Raut, Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray)
MP, the court has termed his arrest not only illegal but also one recorded for “no reason” at all.
The grant of bail and the observations made by Special Judge M.G. Deshpande have
galvanised the ED to file an immediate appeal before the Bombay High Court, but the lengthy
order contains enough material to substantiate the charge by Opposition parties that central
agencies are being utilised to hound political opponents. The judge has found that the
underlying criminal case of cheating concerned another set of people who had committed
misdeeds, but they were not arrested. As far as Mr. Raut and his associate, Pravin Raut, who
has also been given bail, were concerned, it was essentially a civil dispute, and there was
nothing to show that money involved in their transactions were “proceeds of crime”. Their arrest
under the PMLA was illegal, the court said, because there was no underlying scheduled offence.
The ED has alleged that the proceeds of the fraudulent sale of tenements pertaining to a re-
development project at Patra Chawl in Mumbai, amounted to 1,039 crore. It had further alleged
that Mr. Pravin Raut was a proxy for Sanjay Raut, and that the latter and his wife had utilised 95
crore out of the proceeds to buy assets.

The misuse of agencies seems to be an unlaundered truth, going by the court’s remarks. There
has indeed been a disproportionate targeting of non-BJP political leaders by investigating
agencies of the Union government. While lawyers and activists have been arrested under anti-
terrorism laws, mainstream political opponents often see tax raids and money-laundering cases.
The latter class of cases is made possible by the PMLA that permits the ED to register a money-
laundering case whenever there is an FIR by the police involving a given list of offences. In a
sardonic comment, the Special judge has noted that the ED works at great speed while making
an arrest, but proceeds with the trial at a snail’s pace. ED officers seem to be aware only of
Section 19 (power to arrest) and Section 45 (stringent conditions for bail), but not the fact that
they should also hold a trial. The judge’s remarks also drive home the fact that money-
laundering prosecutions have an abysmally low rate of convictions. Instead of rushing to file
appeals against adverse orders, central agencies ought to reflect on the manner in which they
are being utilised for political ends.
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DIGILOCKER USERS CAN NOW DIGITALLY STORE
HEALTH RECORDS AND LINK THEM WITH AYUSHMAN
BHARAT HEALTH ACCOUNT (ABHA)

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

DigiLocker, the authentic documents exchange platform under the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology has successfully completed its second-level of integration with
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). The secure cloud-based storage platform of
DigiLocker can be used now as a health locker for storing and accessing health records such as
vaccination records, doctor prescriptions, lab reports, hospital discharge summaries etc.

DigiLocker had earlier completed level 1 integration with ABDM wherein the platform had added
ABHA or Ayushman Bharat Health Account creation facility for its 13 crore users. The latest
integration will now enable users to utilize DigiLocker as a Personal Health Records (PHR) app.
In addition to this, ABHA holders can also link their health records from different ABDM
registered health facilities like hospitals and labs and access them via DigiLocker. Users can
also scan and upload their old health records on the app. Further, they can share selected
records with ABDM registered healthcare professionals.

Highlighting the advantage this integration has for the users, Dr. R. S. Sharma, CEO, National
Health Authority (NHA) said – “Under the ABDM, we are building an inter-operable health
ecosystem. The different applications from both the public and private sectors partners
integrating with ABDM are helping expand the reach of the scheme to more users and adding
more functionalities. DigiLocker is a trusted and popular app to access authentic documents.
Therefore, it is a significant development as users would now get to use it as a PHR app and get
the benefits of paperless record keeping.”

Speaking about the integration, Shri Abhishek Singh, MD & CEO, Digital India Corporation said
– “We are proud to extend the benefits of ABDM to our 130 million registered users. The
platform has already helped generate close to 85 thousand ABHA numbers. With the health
locker integration, we’re positive that more people would be able to easily link and manage their
health records digitally. DigiLocker aims to be the preferred health locker for ABHA users.”

The health locker services are now available to all registered users of DigiLocker.
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DigiLocker, the authentic documents exchange platform under the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology has successfully completed its second-level of integration with
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). The secure cloud-based storage platform of
DigiLocker can be used now as a health locker for storing and accessing health records such as
vaccination records, doctor prescriptions, lab reports, hospital discharge summaries etc.

DigiLocker had earlier completed level 1 integration with ABDM wherein the platform had added
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integration will now enable users to utilize DigiLocker as a Personal Health Records (PHR) app.
In addition to this, ABHA holders can also link their health records from different ABDM
registered health facilities like hospitals and labs and access them via DigiLocker. Users can
also scan and upload their old health records on the app. Further, they can share selected
records with ABDM registered healthcare professionals.

Highlighting the advantage this integration has for the users, Dr. R. S. Sharma, CEO, National
Health Authority (NHA) said – “Under the ABDM, we are building an inter-operable health
ecosystem. The different applications from both the public and private sectors partners
integrating with ABDM are helping expand the reach of the scheme to more users and adding
more functionalities. DigiLocker is a trusted and popular app to access authentic documents.
Therefore, it is a significant development as users would now get to use it as a PHR app and get
the benefits of paperless record keeping.”

Speaking about the integration, Shri Abhishek Singh, MD & CEO, Digital India Corporation said
– “We are proud to extend the benefits of ABDM to our 130 million registered users. The
platform has already helped generate close to 85 thousand ABHA numbers. With the health
locker integration, we’re positive that more people would be able to easily link and manage their
health records digitally. DigiLocker aims to be the preferred health locker for ABHA users.”

The health locker services are now available to all registered users of DigiLocker.
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COVID, FLU, RSV–TRIPLE THREAT OF RESPIRATORY
VIRUSES COULD COLLIDE THIS WINTER

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Health officials have warned of a perfect storm of infectious respiratory diseases over the winter
months. Image for Representation. | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

As the days get shorter and the weather colder in the northern hemisphere, health officials have
warned of a perfect storm of infectious respiratory diseases over the winter months.

Outbreaks of seasonal diseases like influenza and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) are already
putting pressure on the overburdened NHS. If surges of these illnesses collide with another
large COVID wave, we could be facing a public health disaster.

Some have called this threat a “tripledemic”.

But how can we realistically expect the winter to play out? To try to answer this question, we can
look at the recent and current trends of some of the most common winter infections in the UK.

Let’s start with the most obvious one, SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19). The UK
has so far been through multiple COVID waves, fuelled by a combination of behavioural
changes, emerging variants and waning immunity.

In contrast to the large epidemic last winter, more recent waves have been relatively small. And
despite initial concerns about a significant winter surge this year, the number of COVID cases is
currently decreasing. But the pandemic isn’t over yet, and what will happen next is highly
uncertain.

So far, there’s mixed evidence as to whether COVID is worse in cold weather. But during winter,
people tend to stay indoors more and reduce ventilation, giving viruses more opportunity to
spread.

In an optimistic scenario, small-scale outbreaks might continue into the winter as COVID
becomes “endemic”.

Also Read | Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2 can evade immunity provided by vaccines:
ICMR study

Previous COVID waves have largely been driven by single dominant variants – alpha and delta
in 2020-21 and omicron in 2021-22. This time, the many “descendants” of omicron are
multiplying worldwide, and the current spread is instead caused by a mixture of variants peaking
in different countries at different times.

But it is possible that if a highly transmissible variant emerges this winter, it might cause another
large wave of infections.

Seasonal influenza is a respiratory infection caused by four types of viruses, two of which (A and
B) are common and can cause severe illness, hospitalisation and death, particularly in
vulnerable people.
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Flu is highly seasonal in climates like in the UK, partly because people spend more time indoors.
The virus itself also appears to favour low temperatures and low humidity. Not unlike COVID,
factors including waning immunity and the evolution of influenza viruses also drive repeated
outbreaks.

Flu seasons usually start in November, with cases peaking from December to March. In some
years, the outbreaks are particularly severe, as in the UK in 2018.

Flu responded the same way COVID did to non-pharmaceutical interventions, including
lockdown restrictions and mask-wearing. The number of cases in the 2020-21 winter was very
low. It came back the following season later in the year, but was still limited.

There is concern that the long period during which our bodies were not exposed to the flu might
have created an “immunity gap” making us particularly vulnerable this year.

Australia saw the worst seasonal flu outbreak in five years during its recent winter, coinciding
with a large COVID surge. While it’s still early to see what the 2022-23 winter will bring in the
northern hemisphere, the current outbreak in England is early and large compared with pre-
pandemic years.

RSV is a common winter virus which usually causes mild coughs and colds but occasionally
results in serious infections like bronchiolitis and pneumonia, particularly in young children.

Also Read | How COVID-19 damages lungs

In pre-pandemic years it followed a seasonal pattern, with most cases occurring in early winter.
After a hiatus in 2020-21, many cases were registered out of season in the summer of 2021.
This unusual pattern is again suspected to result from a loss of immunity.

The seasonal pattern seems to be returning, but this autumn has already seen high
hospitalisation numbers.

Common colds are caused by a variety of pathogens, including rhinoviruses, enteroviruses, and
other coronaviruses.

Like flu, the onset of the more benign coronaviruses generally occurs in November, with the
peak between January and March. Rhinoviruses and enteroviruses tend to peak in autumn
rather than in winter.

The 2021-22 rhinovirus season was similar to pre-pandemic trends, but we’re seeing higher
numbers so far this year. The infection is usually mild, and most people quickly recover, but
severe cases in vulnerable people can add to the pressure on hospitals.

This winter, the UK will probably face high pressure from respiratory viruses. Cases of seasonal
diseases are possibly higher due to the lack of exposure during the lockdowns. In addition,
some research suggests COVID infections might affect people’s immunity, putting them at
higher risk of infection with other viruses.

To reduce the spread of respiratory viruses, we can continue with measures like ventilation,
mask-wearing and hand-washing.

We can also strengthen our immune systems, for example with proper nutrition and exercise.
And although we don’t have vaccines available for RSV or common cold viruses, COVID and flu

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/how-covid-19-damages-lungs-by-attacking-mitochondria/article66077275.ece


Page 36

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

vaccines are an important tool to prevent severe illness this winter.

By Adam Kleczkowski, Professor of Mathematics and Statistics, University of Strathclyde (The
Conversation)
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CENTRE STARTS DRAFTING BILL TO INCLUDE
HATEES TO ST LIST IN HIMACHAL PRADESH

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Arjun Munda

The Union government is now pushing to deliver as soon as possible on the promise to add the
Hatee community of Himachal Pradesh to the Scheduled Tribes (ST) list along with three other
communities in Tamil Nadu and Chhattisgarh, as approved by the Union Cabinet in September
this year.

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) has now initiated the process to draft the Bill to amend the
Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950 accordingly for this, sources told The Hindu on
Friday, adding that the Ministry is aiming to introduce the Bill in Parliament as soon as possible.

Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda had on September 14 announced that the Cabinet had
cleared a proposal to add the Hatee community in the Trans-Giri region of the Sirmaur district in
Himachal Pradesh to the ST list. This announcement had come a month before the dates for the
Assembly elections in the State were announced by the Election Commission of India.The State
is set to vote on Saturday, November 12.

Besides the Hatees, the Bill being drafted by the MoTA will also include the addition of the
Narikoravan and Kurivikkaran hill tribes to the ST list of Tamil Nadu and the Binjhia community
to the ST list of Chhattisgarh.

The Bill will also include the addition of synonyms for 11 tribes in Chhattisgarh and one tribe in
Karnataka so that variations in their spellings and pronunciations do not result in people being
left out of beneficiary schemes – as announced by Mr. Munda in September.

While making the announcement, Mr. Munda’s colleague and Himachal MP Anurag Thakur had
said that the move to add Hatees to the ST list was a “historic” one and thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for it.

The move is set to add 1.6 lakh Hatee people of the Sirmaur district in Himachal Pradesh to the
ST list.

The move has drawn flak from Scheduled Caste communities of Sirmaur district (which has two
Assembly seats reserved for SCs) and the Gujjar community, who are currently the only ST
community in the district, as reported by The Hindu on October 29.
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ON THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE TRAIL IN KERALA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A rehabilitation centre for drug and alcohol addicts near Kochi. | Photo Credit: Thulasi Kakkat

On a rainy day in July 2019, 19-year-old Arjun went missing from his home in Kumbalam, a
picturesque suburb of Kochi. His body was recovered from a nearby swamp eight days later.
Inquiries revealed that Arjun had been murdered by a gang of four men in an act of ‘cold-
blooded’ revenge for the death of a youngster in an accident for which they believed Arjun was
responsible. The youngster killed in the accident was the brother of one of the members of the
gang. The accused reportedly consumed drugs before they drugged the victim, too, to numb his
defences. Then, they bludgeoned him to death, buried a dead dog close to the body to mask the
stench, and hurled his mobile phone into an inter-State truck to give the impression that he was
travelling.

In August 2022, the body of a 23-year-old man, with injury marks, was found wrapped in a sheet
and shoved into the duct of a 16th floor apartment near Kakkanad, Kochi’s IT hub. The police
found that the apartment, taken on rent by bachelors, was a hub for substance abuse and trade.
A dispute over a drug-related cash transaction of 50,000 allegedly led to the murder.

Between these two murders committed under the influence of drugs, the narcotics scene in
Kerala has taken a turn for the worse. Ganja, or cannabis, is no longer the most sought-after
dope, say excise officers. It has been replaced by synthetic and psychoactive drugs like MDMA
(methylenedioxy-methamphetamine) and LSD (lysergic acid diethylamide). More expensive
substances like cocaine have also made their way in from Bengaluru and Goa or from abroad.
Worryingly, there are indications that the consumption of drugs has increased. On November 10,
75 gm of MDMA was seized in the Kerala-Tamil Nadu border taluk of Neyyattinkara, from an
engineering diploma graduate who was on a bus from Bengaluru. This is just the latest in a
string of incidents pointing to the spread of synthetic drugs and the involvement of young people.

“Narcotic substances eliminate all inhibitions and embolden people to commit gruesome crimes.
The surge in narcotic use has led to a spike in crimes. We have now prioritised going up the
supply chain to the source of narcotics rather than stopping with the peddlers,” says C.H.
Nagaraju, Inspector General of Police and District Police Chief, Kochi City.

But this is easier said than done, as drug cartels are reported to have become even more
innovative and technology-savvy with their methods. In March this year, the Kerala Excise
Department seized 31 LSD stamps in two separate parcels at the Kochi-based International Mail
Centre of the postal department from the Netherlands and Qatar. The intended recipients were
arrested and raids at their houses led to more seizures. Later, four more such parcels carrying
LSD stamps and MDMA, which had been despatched from diverse destinations including the
U.S., the Netherlands and Poland, were seized over four months. The orders for these had been
placed on the Dark Web and paid for in cryptocurrency. With little technological wherewithal, the
enforcement agencies were largely clueless.

The extent of the use of LSD in Kerala came to official attention in 2017 when a Facebook post
promised a ‘12-hour non-stop ride with Mother Nature’. It mentioned a date for Facebook group
members to meet in the “dark organic forest for a galactic experience with full night music”. The
location was a farmhouse on the Kerala-Tamil Nadu border. Undercover officers had infiltrated
the group, which was also on WhatsApp. Slowly, the officers won the group’s confidence. They
soon learned that the leaders of the Facebook group had the hallucinogenic in the form of
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stamp-shaped absorbent paper that users could ingest through the sublingual route (placing it
on or beneath the tongue). The undercover officers persuaded the suspects to sell them a
‘stamp’. Eventually, the police busted the rave party and arrests followed. The suspects had
sourced 100 LSD stamps for 600 each from a peddler in Madiwala in Bengaluru. They hoped to
sell them at the rave party for 1,200 apiece. Investigators say micro doses of LSD are cheaper
than branded liquor and offer a more “enduring high”.

“It is impossible to quantify the actual drug dealings happening over the Dark Web. There are
even automated bots in applications like Telegram to identify potential clients and link them with
human suppliers. Digital currency transactions also take place over a multitude of third-party
applications facilitating the creation of private wallets. While transactions over these applications
may be monitored, their purpose cannot be established. They don’t have any evidential value,”
says Nandakishore Harikumar, a cyber security expert based in Kochi.

Also read | Kudumbashree to penetrate gated communities to fight drug menace, gender
inequality

Equally alarming is the surge in MDMA seizures across Kerala. For instance, in Ernakulam
district alone, the quantum seized increased from 9.40 gms in 2019 to 600.72 gms in 2020 to
6.58 kg in 2021 and 1.94 kg till June this year.

In October, excise officials who netted two drug peddlers with MDMA in Thrissur district were in
for a rude jolt. Among the 800-odd regular customers, on a list complete with transaction details
and dues recovered from the peddlers, were about 250 schoolchildren. “From offering these
children toffees laced with drugs to enlisting vulnerable students to introduce drugs in their peer
groups, racketeers deploy various methods to expand their clientele. Drugs are given for free
initially. Once the targets get hooked, they are made to pay for it. To find the money, they are
forced into peddling. And the vicious cycle continues,” explains an officer.

Sunny (name changed), 24, has been consuming sedative hypnotic drugs mixed with alcohol
since his teens. At the height of the second wave of COVID-19 in 2021, he was escorted to a
de-addiction centre in Ernakulam district. Though he was frisked and stripped of his
possessions, during his counselling session, he pulled out a blade, which he had hidden
between his two masks, and began lacerating himself. Sunny, who had been restless until then,
suddenly began to regain his composure. Self-harm and the sight and “smell” of blood, as he
describes it, helped Sunny rein in his impulsive behaviour when on a high. Sunny had a
complicated childhood: his father was a chronic alcoholic. Sunny started smoking when he was
11, gradually progressed to alcohol, and then sedative hypnotic drugs and ganja.

Also read | Tri-junction in Wayanad forest turns to be a major gateway of drugs

“Even those with an aversion to addictive substances owing to their childhood experiences may
at some point veer towards these. This could be due to factors such as peer influence, the
media, or cinema. First, there is a change in attitude towards drugs. This is followed by
experiments with drugs out of curiosity. Soon, children start using them sporadically before
turning regulars. The next stage is abuse followed by dependence and then addiction,” explains
Afra Shajahan, a counsellor at Nirmal Niketan Mukthi Sadan, Integrated Rehabilitation Centre
for Addiction.

One of the dangers less discussed is of deadly drug cocktails being made by local peddlers to
maximise profits and ensure that drugs are more ‘affordable’. “While most drugs have textbook
after-effects, addicts are now reporting non-uniform after-effects. For instance, while
consumption of certain drugs in certain quantities alone leads to death, there have been
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instances of users dying after consuming far less,” says Mohan Roy, who is with the Psychiatry
Department, Government Medical College, Thiruvananthapuram.

With young children also in the narcotics business, enforcement agencies are on their toes.
They suspect that juvenile delinquents are being used by drug carriers, especially in Kerala’s
northern districts, where traders are trying out new methods. “We are carrying out a silent
operation in which we are tracking the call records of students who are in touch with frequent
offenders of drug trafficking. The contact list of some students is shocking,” says a senior police
officer of the Narcotics Cell. The legal protection offered to students, especially minors in conflict
with the law, is being leveraged by the mafia, he adds.

In 2010, 60 teenagers were arrested from Kozhikode city on charges of serial thefts and
substance abuse, revealing how children are entrapped by drug rackets in the Malabar region.
The police have actively conducted a State-level intervention project, ‘Our Responsibility to
Children’, to arrest the phenomenon.

A Deputy Superintendent of Police working with the State-level Anti-Narcotics Special Action
Force says the eagerness of junkies to retain contact with frequent offenders can be discerned
from their social media chats, which the police retrieved recently from their mobile phones.

The total number of in-patient admissions in various Vimukti de-addiction centres in Kerala in the
last five years was 6,392. A major share of them were students. Over 8,400 students sought
direct or telephonic counselling for de-addiction during this period, according to figures available
with the district de-addiction centres.

The Kerala Excise Department alone registered 31,607 cases under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act in the last five years. In 2020, 5,674 people were arrested
in drug-related cases; this number grew to 6,704 in 2021. Until October this year, 18,743 people
were booked in cases under the NDPS Act. In the first nine months of this year, 1,364.49 kg of
ganja, 7.7 kg of MDMA and 23.73 kg of hashish oil were seized. “Even if the high rate of seizure
is taken as an outcome of heightened vigil, this is a distressing figure. The involvement of the
youth in most of these cases was unmistakable,” says an official.

Kerala Excise Commissioner S. Ananthakrishnan says the strategy is “to consider drug addiction
among youngsters as a disease and try to end the social stigma with proper curative intervention
from the beginning.” As enforcement squads have practical difficulties in keeping a tab on the
discreet activities of young people on social media, there are “options such as making direct
interventions through peer groups,” he says. “What we do now is to track the social media
connections and contacts of the suspects who have been in custody at some point of time, for
follow-up action. We have also activated cyber patrol to keep an eye on suspicious profiles.” The
department is also conducting a study to gauge the impact of substance abuse among the
youth, he says.

Also read | Call for public intervention to check drug abuse among children

Ananthakrishnan also emphasises that parents and teachers have the primary responsibility of
acting on time instead of removing their children from schools or colleges. But not all families are
supportive. “In fact, the probability of an addict breaking free is proportionate
to the support he/she receives from the family. Even those families who support their children in
the beginning gradually give up if and when a relapse sets in,” says Shajahan.  

The recent seizure by the Narcotics Control Bureau, of 200 kg of Afghan-origin heroin from an
Iranian vessel off the Kochi coast, also points to the use of the Kerala coast as a transit by

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/over-77000-people-seek-help-for-de-addiction-minister/article65561597.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/kozhikode/call-for-public-intervention-to-check-drug-abuse-among-children/article65830706.ece


Page 41

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

international drug cartels. With the problem of drug abuse growing in scale and nature, the State
has now rolled out a month-long multi-pronged campaign to sensitise the younger population to
the dangers of drug abuse. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan highlighted the issue in the State
Assembly.

In October, the State government also initiated preventive incarceration of habitual drug
offenders. As law enforcers rarely use the provision in the Prevention of Illicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, which provides for imprisonment without trial for up to
two years, the government has ordered the police and excise enforcers to apply the law
doggedly. It has also ordered for charge sheets in drug peddling cases to include the previous
offences of the suspect to ensure successful prosecution.

With the ‘No to Drugs’ campaign entering its second phase from November 14, a high-level
meeting chaired by Vijayan decided to cash in on the football World Cup fever in the State to
organise a ‘two crore goal challenge’ in government offices, educational institutions, IT parks,
public spaces, and bus stands. The Social Justice Department has been asked to set up more
de-addiction centres, and local bodies have been directed to ensure that local stores put up
boards declaring that they do not sell addictive substances. The police and excise officials have
been instructed to intensify combing operations and make the details available to the public.

While the government campaign seems comprehensive, problems persist. A mother of a
teenager at a school in Alappuzha has been desperately looking for ways to save her son, who
had been peddling drugs. With the school authorities doing little to help, she approached the
police. But they did not help either. The battle for families like hers, as well as for the
government and the victims, could be long-drawn and enervating.

With inputs from G. Anand
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B.R. Ambedkar and E.V. Ramasamy ‘Periyar’ spoke about reservation as a means of providing
representation; not as a poverty alleviation programme. Picture shows the leaders in Rangoon
(Yangon) in 1954. | Photo Credit: The Hindu Photo Archive

Reservation is intrinsically linked to the historical injustice meted out to Shudras and Dalits. It
was during the anti-caste movement that the idea of reservation came up as a way for an
egalitarian social order, to ensure fair representation in the sociopolitical order, and to mitigate
and compensate for the inhuman exclusion of humans based on ascriptive status. Reservation
is implemented in politics, education and public employment so that all those in the hierarchy
can participate in nation-building on equal terms. But this idea did not appeal to the so-called
nationalists either then or now. For them, the nation is based on the status-quoist hierarchical
‘being’ and not the futuristic egalitarian ‘becoming’.

B.R. Ambedkar and E.V. Ramasamy ‘Periyar’ spoke about reservation as a means of providing
representation; not as a poverty alleviation programme. Negating a century of nuanced
arguments and understanding of affirmative action, the Supreme Court recently upheld the
103rd Constitution Amendment for providing reservation for Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) of upper castes falling under the general category.

Merit is often the mantra used against the idea and implementation of reservation. Historically,
Brahmins had the monopoly in offering sacrifice, receiving gifts, becoming priests, spiritual
mentorship, and teaching. Vaishyas had the monopoly in wealth-generating professions. These
monopolies were rooted in, and buttressed by, the authority of scriptures like the Manusmriti and
treatises like the Arthasashtra. The top three Varnas had access to learning. In the colonial era,
under the progressive pressures of modernisation and democratisation, the traditional
monopolies based on caste order were diffused into the secular domains of bureaucracy, legal
practice, professorship, etc. Leaders professing equality, such as Jyotirao Phule, Periyar and
Ambedkar, wanted to annihilate the arbitrary reservation for certain professions, being
implemented based on fanciful mythical stories. Essentially, the mission was to ‘de-reserve’
education and employment opportunities from a handful of castes to make them available to the
remaining castes which were aspiring to be a part of the newly independent nation.

The merit mantra was very effective at stopping, or at least stalling, the ‘de-reservation’ process.
But when the bill for EWS reservation was passed hastily in Parliament in 2019, there was no
concern for merit.
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The EWS judgment is hailed by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as “social justice to the
country’s poor”. Are those in the EWS category really India’s poor? Individuals from upper caste
communities who earn up to 8 lakh a year and may own a 1,000-square feet home are being
called economically weak. In India, more than 30 crore citizens have been classified as being
below the poverty line (spending less than 32 a day in urban areas and under 27 a day in rural
areas). Data from India (overall) as well as individual States show that Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and Other Backward Classes (OBCs) have a higher share of poor people than upper castes in
both urban and rural India. We now live in a country where a household earning more than 75
per day is considered above the poverty line, while an upper caste household earning 2,222 a
day is considered economically weak. According to the Department of Revenue data,
households earning more than 10 lakh constitute less than 1% of India’s population.

In the 1990s, renowned scholars from privileged communities viciously attacked the Mandal
Commission claiming that it lacked credible data. In fact, the Mandal Commission report was
based on official data curated from the Censuses of 1891 and 1931. Further, B.P. Mandal
formulated his concept of ‘backwardness’ by factoring in the social, educational and economic
dimensions of different caste communities. But now, neither justification nor credible data has
been presented while arguing that 10% reservation must be provided for the upper caste poor.
The Mandal Commission report said, “To equate unequals is to perpetuate inequality”. By giving
the go-ahead for the EWS quota, Supreme Court has equated unequals in the category of
affirmative action. The EWS quota is unfair because it twists the idea of social justice by
bequeathing further privilege to communities who are historically situated to benefit from the
oppressive caste system.

Editorial | Economics and exclusion: On Supreme Court upholding 10% EWS quota

When the Mandal Commission was to be implemented in the 1990s, political parties across the
spectrum opposed it. The right wing declared the Rath Yatra and successfully diverted the
attention of backward castes away from the Mandal question. By drawing the lower castes into
the religious agenda of Ram Mandir and Babri Masjid, they pushed these communities away
from their claim for a fair proportion of educational and employment opportunities. In contrast to
the universal opposition to the Mandal Commission, the EWS quota enjoys the support of
several political parties.

And without much care for precedent, the 50% ceiling imposed by the Supreme Court in matters
of reservation has now been declared to be “not inflexible or inviolable” by the majority
judgment. Nevertheless, there could be a silver line in breaching the 50% limit — it might
eventually lead to proportional representation as envisioned by Periyar.

Karthik Raja Karuppusamy is co-editor of The ‘Shudras: Vision for a New Path’ along with
Professor Kancha Ilaiah and a doctoral candidate at the Centre for Political Studies, JNU
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“The aim is to ensure that students who have finished their schooling in regional languages are
able to make a smooth transition into the tough medical graduation programme,” Mr. Sarang
added.

Madhya Pradesh plans to make textbooks in Devanagari script available to all the 13
government and 11 private medical colleges. The State is working to add transliterated
textbooks for second year MBBS students as well.

So far, two other State Governments — Tamil Nadu and Uttarakhand — have also promised to
offer MBBS programmes in regional languages.

State’s responsibility

Chamu Krishna Shastry, chairman of the Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, said that education is a State
subject, and it is the mandate of the State governments to get textbooks translated.

Each State has Granth Academies, which are mandated with the translation of textbooks in
higher education. There are a total of 22 Granth Academies across the country. Apart from this,
State Sahitya Academies are also involved in translation of textbooks of higher education. Until
1985, the University Grants Commission was involved in aiding translations. However, the
scheme was stopped after that.

At the Central level, the Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology (CSTT) brings out
glossaries and dictionaries of scientific terms. Working under the aegis of the Education Ministry,
the Commission is supposed to collaborate with State governments, universities, regional
textbook boards and State Granth Academies to produce university-level textbooks and
reference materials in Hindi and other Indian languages with the use of standard terminology as
evolved by the CSTT.

“Till date, CSTT has standardised the terminology of about eight lakh technical terms in different
subjects and in different languages,” said the Commission’s chairperson Girinath Jha. However,
as far as medical terminology is concerned, the CSTT has only translated about 60,000 words
so far.

Latin medical terms, a key issue
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One of the key issues flagged by doctors is that a lot of medical terms are not really in English,
but in Latin. “In basic science, most of the terms are in Latin. Additionally, learning in medicine is
a continuous process, and is done through conference research papers, lectures, seminars etc.
Currently 99.99% of this is in English and especially when it comes to overseas or Indian faculty,
they all teach in English. So, students training in native languages will be at a distinct
disadvantage. In the long run, this will have an adverse effect on patient care,” said Rajeev
Jayadevan, senior consultant gastroenterologist, professor, and former president of the Indian
Medical Association in Cochin.

Doctors who have studied MBBS in English-medium programmes after having completed their
schooling in regional languages emphasised that uniformity of language is vital.

“It takes a year to make the transition to English language. But after that, since all the education,
tests, research papers and seminars are in this language, the progress is steady. The regional
language option is a stop-gap arrangement,” said Dr. Rahul Chakravarty, president of the
Association of Resident Doctors at PGI Chandigarh. “Besides, in case we want to work outside
India or even interstate, studying in a regional language doesn’t help in any way. We may also
have to clear a language proficiency test in English to work abroad.”
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Key highlights

 

Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports announced the National Sports Awards 2022 today. The
awardees will receive their awards from the President of India at a specially organized function
at Rashtrapati Bhavan on 30th November, 2022 (Wednesday) at 1600 hrs.

Based on the recommendations of the Committee and after due scrutiny, Government has
decided to confer awards upon the following sportspersons, coaches and entities:

(i)Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award 2022

 

S. No.

Name of the sportsperson

Discipline

1.

Shri Sharath Kamal Achanta

Table Tennis

 

(ii)Arjuna Awards for outstanding performance in Sports and Games 2022

 

S. No.

Name of the sportsperson

Discipline

1.

Ms Seema Punia

Athletics

2.
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Shri Eldhose Paul

Athletics

3.

Shri Avinash Mukund Sable

Athletics

4.

Shri Lakshya Sen

Badminton

5.

Shri Prannoy HS

Badminton

6.

Shri Amit

Boxing

7.

Ms Nikhat Zareen

Boxing

8.

Ms Bhakti Pradip Kulkarni

Chess

9.

Shri R Praggnanandhaa

Chess

10.

Ms Deep Grace Ekka

Hockey

11.
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Ms Shushila Devi

Judo

12.

Ms Sakshi Kumari

Kabaddi

13.

Ms Nayan Moni Saikia

Lawn Bowl

14.

Shri Sagar Kailas Ovhalkar

Mallakhamb

15.

Ms ElavenilValarivan

Shooting

16.

Shri Omprakash Mitharval

Shooting

17.

Ms Sreeja Akula

Table Tennis

18.

Shri Vikas Thakur

Weightlifting

19.

Ms Anshu

Wrestling

20.
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Ms Sarita

Wrestling

21.

Shri Parveen

Wushu

22.

Ms Manasi Girishchandra Joshi

Para Badminton

23.

Shri Tarun Dhillon

Para Badminton

24.

Shri Swapnil Sanjay Patil

Para Swimming

25.

Ms Jerlin Anika J

Deaf Badminton

 

(iii)Dronacharya Award for outstanding coaches in Sports and Games 2022

 

A. Regular Category:

 

S. No.

Name of the Coach (S/Shri/Ms)

Discipline

1.

Shri Jiwanjot Singh Teja
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Archery

2.

Shri Mohammad Ali Qamar

Boxing

3.

Ms Suma Siddharth Shirur

Para Shooting

4.

Shri Sujeet Maan

Wrestling

 

B. Lifetime Category:

 

S.No.

Name of the Coach (S/Shri/Ms)

Discipline

1.

Shri Dinesh Jawahar Lad

Cricket

2.

Shri Bimal Prafulla Ghosh

Football

3.

Shri Raj Singh

Wrestling

 

(iv)Dhyan Chand Award for Lifetime achievement in Sports and Games 2022
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S. No.

Name of the sportsperson

Discipline

1.

Ms Ashwini Akkunji C.

Athletics

2.

Shri Dharamvir Singh

Hockey

3.

Shri B.C Suresh

Kabaddi

4.

Shri Nir Bahadur Gurung

Para Athletics

 

(v) Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar 2022

 

S. No.

Category

Entity recommended for RashtriyaKhel Protsahan Puruskar, 2022

1.

Identification and Nurturing of Budding and Young Talent

TransStadia Enterprises Private Limited

 

2.
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Encouragement to sports through Corporate Social Responsibility

Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology

3.

Sports for Development

 

Ladakh Ski & Snowboard Association

 

(vi)Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 2022:

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize and reward excellence in sports.

‘Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award’ is given for the spectacular and most outstanding
performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over the period of the previous four years.

‘Arjuna Award for outstanding performance in Sports and Games’ is given for good performance
over a period of the previous four years and for showing qualities of leadership, sportsmanship
and a sense of discipline.

‘Dronacharya Award for outstanding coaches in Sports and Games’ is given to coaches for
doing outstanding and meritorious work on a consistent basis and for enabling sportspersons to
excel in International events.

‘Dhyan Chand Award for Lifetime achievement in Sports and Games’ is given to honour
sportspersons who have contributed to sports by their performance and who continue to
contribute to promotion of sports event after their retirement.

‘Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar’ is given to corporate entities (both in private and public
sector), Sports Control Boards, NGOs, including sports bodies at the State and National level,
who have played a visible role in the area of sports promotion and development.

The overall top performing university in inter-university tournaments is given the Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy.

Th is  year ,  f o r  the  f i r s t  t ime ,  app l i ca t ions  were  inv i ted  on ly  on l i ne  and
sportspersons/coaches/entities were permitted to self-apply through a dedicated portal. A large
number of nominations were received for these awards this year, which were considered by the
Selection Committee headed by Justice A. M. Khanwilkar, Retd. Judge, Supreme Court of India
and consisting members from eminent sportspersons, persons having experience in sports
journalism and sports administrators.

Related links:

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1854853
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*******

NB/OA

Key highlights

 

Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports announced the National Sports Awards 2022 today. The
awardees will receive their awards from the President of India at a specially organized function
at Rashtrapati Bhavan on 30th November, 2022 (Wednesday) at 1600 hrs.

Based on the recommendations of the Committee and after due scrutiny, Government has
decided to confer awards upon the following sportspersons, coaches and entities:

(i)Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award 2022

 

S. No.

Name of the sportsperson

Discipline

1.

Shri Sharath Kamal Achanta

Table Tennis

 

(ii)Arjuna Awards for outstanding performance in Sports and Games 2022

 

S. No.

Name of the sportsperson

Discipline

1.

Ms Seema Punia

Athletics

2.
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Shri Eldhose Paul

Athletics

3.

Shri Avinash Mukund Sable

Athletics

4.

Shri Lakshya Sen

Badminton

5.

Shri Prannoy HS

Badminton

6.

Shri Amit

Boxing

7.

Ms Nikhat Zareen

Boxing

8.

Ms Bhakti Pradip Kulkarni

Chess

9.

Shri R Praggnanandhaa

Chess

10.

Ms Deep Grace Ekka

Hockey

11.
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Ms Shushila Devi

Judo

12.

Ms Sakshi Kumari

Kabaddi

13.

Ms Nayan Moni Saikia

Lawn Bowl

14.

Shri Sagar Kailas Ovhalkar

Mallakhamb

15.

Ms ElavenilValarivan

Shooting

16.

Shri Omprakash Mitharval

Shooting

17.

Ms Sreeja Akula

Table Tennis

18.

Shri Vikas Thakur

Weightlifting

19.

Ms Anshu

Wrestling

20.
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Ms Sarita

Wrestling

21.

Shri Parveen

Wushu

22.

Ms Manasi Girishchandra Joshi

Para Badminton

23.

Shri Tarun Dhillon

Para Badminton

24.

Shri Swapnil Sanjay Patil

Para Swimming

25.

Ms Jerlin Anika J

Deaf Badminton

 

(iii)Dronacharya Award for outstanding coaches in Sports and Games 2022

 

A. Regular Category:

 

S. No.

Name of the Coach (S/Shri/Ms)

Discipline

1.

Shri Jiwanjot Singh Teja
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Archery

2.

Shri Mohammad Ali Qamar

Boxing

3.

Ms Suma Siddharth Shirur

Para Shooting

4.

Shri Sujeet Maan

Wrestling

 

B. Lifetime Category:

 

S.No.

Name of the Coach (S/Shri/Ms)

Discipline

1.

Shri Dinesh Jawahar Lad

Cricket

2.

Shri Bimal Prafulla Ghosh

Football

3.

Shri Raj Singh

Wrestling

 

(iv)Dhyan Chand Award for Lifetime achievement in Sports and Games 2022
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S. No.

Name of the sportsperson

Discipline

1.

Ms Ashwini Akkunji C.

Athletics

2.

Shri Dharamvir Singh

Hockey

3.

Shri B.C Suresh

Kabaddi

4.

Shri Nir Bahadur Gurung

Para Athletics

 

(v) Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar 2022

 

S. No.

Category

Entity recommended for RashtriyaKhel Protsahan Puruskar, 2022

1.

Identification and Nurturing of Budding and Young Talent

TransStadia Enterprises Private Limited

 

2.
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Encouragement to sports through Corporate Social Responsibility

Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology

3.

Sports for Development

 

Ladakh Ski & Snowboard Association

 

(vi)Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 2022:

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize and reward excellence in sports.

‘Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award’ is given for the spectacular and most outstanding
performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over the period of the previous four years.

‘Arjuna Award for outstanding performance in Sports and Games’ is given for good performance
over a period of the previous four years and for showing qualities of leadership, sportsmanship
and a sense of discipline.

‘Dronacharya Award for outstanding coaches in Sports and Games’ is given to coaches for
doing outstanding and meritorious work on a consistent basis and for enabling sportspersons to
excel in International events.

‘Dhyan Chand Award for Lifetime achievement in Sports and Games’ is given to honour
sportspersons who have contributed to sports by their performance and who continue to
contribute to promotion of sports event after their retirement.

‘Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar’ is given to corporate entities (both in private and public
sector), Sports Control Boards, NGOs, including sports bodies at the State and National level,
who have played a visible role in the area of sports promotion and development.

The overall top performing university in inter-university tournaments is given the Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy.

Th is  year ,  f o r  the  f i r s t  t ime ,  app l i ca t ions  were  inv i ted  on ly  on l i ne  and
sportspersons/coaches/entities were permitted to self-apply through a dedicated portal. A large
number of nominations were received for these awards this year, which were considered by the
Selection Committee headed by Justice A. M. Khanwilkar, Retd. Judge, Supreme Court of India
and consisting members from eminent sportspersons, persons having experience in sports
journalism and sports administrators.

Related links:

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1854853
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*******

NB/OA
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THIS UNSEATING OF VICE CHANCELLORS IS FAULTY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues
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‘Repugnancy can arise only between the provisions of the University Acts and the UGC Act, and
not the regulations of the UGC’ | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

Two recent judgments of the Supreme Court of India on the appointment of vice chancellors
(VC) in State universities in violation of the regulations of the University Grants Commission
(UGC) are significant in the context of higher education in a federal country such as India.

In the first case, Gambhirdan K. Gadhvi vs The State Of Gujarat(March 3, 2022), from Sardar
Patel University, Gujarat, the Court (Justices M.R. Shah and B.V. Nagarathna) quashed the
appointment of the incumbent Vice Chancellor on the ground that the search committee did not
form a panel for the appointment of VC, and, therefore, was not in accordance with the UGC
Regulations of 2018. It was held that since the State law was repugnant to the UGC regulations,
the latter would prevail and the appointment under the State law had become void ab initio.

In the second case, from Kerala, i.e., Professor (Dr) Sreejith P.S vs Dr. Rajasree M.S. (October
21, 2022), with the Bench of Justices M.R. Shah and M.M. Sundresh, the appointment of the
Vice Chancellor of the A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technological University, Thiruvananthapuram, was
challenged on the ground that the search committee recommended only one name, which is
against the UGC Regulations. The challenge succeeded and the Court quashed the
appointment of the VC on the ground that the provision relating to the search committee in the
University Act is repugnant to the UGC Regulations, and was therefore void.

But this decision of the Supreme Court triggered unprecedented developments in Kerala with
the State Governor, Arif Mohammad Khan, who is the Chancellor of all the universities in Kerala,
asking as many as 11 VCs of other universities of the State to resign immediately on the ground
that their appointments too had become void after the Supreme Court’s judgment. The case is
now before the Kerala High Court. No VC has resigned as per the direction of the Governor.
This development has intensified an already raging battle between the Left Democratic Front
government and the Governor, which is likely to become fiercer with the Kerala High Court
quashing the appointment of the VC of the Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies on
November 14 on the ground that this appointment was in violation of the UGC Regulations.

In both these cases, the issue framed by the Supreme Court is about whether the appointment
of VCs should be made as per the UGC Regulations or the provisions of the State University
Act. In a federal system the framing of such a question by a court may look strange, but under
the Indian Constitution both the Union and the State can legislate on a matter under the

https://main.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2019/44756/44756_2019_12_1502_33813_Judgement_03-Mar-2022.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-sets-aside-appointment-of-rajasree-ms-as-vice-chancellor-of-apj-abdul-kalam-technological-university/article66041305.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-sets-aside-appointment-of-rajasree-ms-as-vice-chancellor-of-apj-abdul-kalam-technological-university/article66041305.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/kerala-governor-demands-resignation-of-nine-varsity-vice-chancellors-setting-the-stage-for-a-political-and-legal-battle-with-the-state-government/article66049895.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/kerala-high-court-quashes-the-appointment-of-k-riji-john-as-vice-chancellor-of-kufos/article66134940.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/kerala-high-court-quashes-the-appointment-of-k-riji-john-as-vice-chancellor-of-kufos/article66134940.ece
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Concurrent list. As education is a subject on the Concurrent list, this question needs to be
addressed seriously. A VC is appointed by the Chancellor under the relevant University Act, but
the Supreme Court has brought in Article 254 of the Constitution to rule that if provisions of the
State law are repugnant to the provisions of the Union law, the State law will become void. In the
cases mentioned above, the top court found that the search committee recommended only one
name for the appointment of VC which violates the UGC Regulations which require three to five
names, and, therefore, the provision of the State law is void. Thus, the Court’s conclusion is that
if any provision in the State university law is repugnant to the UGC Regulations, the latter will
prevail and the former will become void. So, on the one side we have an Act passed by a
legislature and on the other we have regulations made by a subordinate body such as the UGC.

The Court’s conclusion that the provisions of the State University Acts are repugnant to the UGC
regulations under Article 254 is faulty.

There are several reasons for saying this. First, a careful reading of Article 254 would show that
the repugnancy under this Article relates to a State law and a substantive law made by
Parliament. It impliedly excludes rules, regulations, etc. Rules and regulations are made by
subordinate authorities — in this case the UGC — whereas the substantive law is made by the
superior authority, namely Parliament. Article 254(2) says “... the law so made by the Legislature
of such State shall, if it has been reserved for the consideration of the President....” Here the
term ‘law’ denotes the Bill passed by the legislature and reserved for the consideration of the
President which does not contain rules, regulations, etc. Identical words such as “any provisions
of a law made by Parliament” are used in this Article in the context of Parliament. So, it can only
mean the substantive law and not the subordinate law. Thus, it becomes clear that the
repugnancy can arise only between the provisions of the University Acts and the UGC Act, and
not the regulations of the UGC.

Second, the rules and regulations made by the subordinate authority, though laid in Parliament,
do not go through the same process as a law. Normally these do not require the approval of
Parliament. The rules and regulations have an inferior status as compared to an Act. The
Constitution cannot be assumed to equate the Act with the rules.

Third, the Constitution does not, in general terms, define the term law. The inclusive definition of
law given in Article 13(2) is applicable only to that Article. It has no application to other Articles,
which means the term law does not include the rules, regulations, etc. for the purpose of Article
254.

Fourth, the regulations made by a subordinate authority of the Union overriding a law made by a
State legislature will amount to a violation of federal principles and a negation of the concurrent
legislative power granted to the State by the Constitution. Finally, the UGC Regulations on the
appointment of VCs are outside the scope of the main provisions of the UGC Act as none of its
provisions refers to the appointment of VCs.

Regulations are not independent legislations. They should be within the scope of the parent Act
as otherwise they will be ultra vires the Act. A perusal of Section 26 of the UGC Act, which
empowers the UGC to make regulations, would show that the appointment of a VC is not a
matter on which the UGC can make regulations. So, the UGC’s legal authority to make
mandatory regulations on the appointment of VCs of State universities needs to be re-examined
urgently.

The Supreme Court did not in the cases above analyse the concept of repugnancy before
holding that the State University laws are repugnant to the UGC Regulations, and therefore the
appointments are void ab initio. Article 254 needs to be analysed in depth before reaching such

https://www.education.gov.in/en/article-254
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conclusions. Such an analysis would make it clear that a State law can be repugnant only to the
central Act, and not the regulations and rules made there under. Since this issue is bound with
the right of States to manage university education, more serious thought needs to be given to it.
Even when there is repugnancy the Court has a duty to reconcile the provisions. The Supreme
Court held in S. Satyapal Reddy vs Govt. Of A.P. (1994) that “the court has to make every
attempt to reconcile the provisions of the apparently conflicting laws and the court would
endeavour to give harmonious construction... The proper test would be whether effect can be
given to the provisions of both the laws or whether both the laws can stand together”. When this
is done in most of the cases, there would be no need to strike down a State law on the ground of
repugnancy.

P.D.T. Achary is former Secretary-General, Lok Sabha
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2022-11-17

SUGAMYA BHARAT ABHIYAN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill

People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

i.            A new initiative for enhancing accessibility, creating awareness and
sensitization for creation a universal barrier free environment was taken by the Central
Government by launching the Accessible India

Campaign (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan – AIC) on 3rd December, 2015.

ii.        Its 3 main pillars are in the process of becoming accessible. These are:

ü  Built-Up Environment

ü  Transportation System

ü  Information & Communication (ICT) ecosystems.

 

 

iii.        The achievements of AIC across sectors are :

ü  Access Audit of 1671 buildings completed.
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ü  1630 Government buildings, including 1030 Central Government building have
been provided with features of accessibility.

 

iv.        Transportation Sector – Efforts are being made to make the
transportation sector accessible.

a.    Airports: 35 International Airports and 55 Domestic Airports have been provided with
features of accessibility. Ambulifts are available at 12 airports.

b.   Railways: All 709 A1, A & B category railway stations have been
provided with seven Short Term Facilities. 603 railway stations have
been provided with 2 Long Term Facilities.

c.    Roadways: 1,45,747 (29.05%) buses have been made
partially accessible and 8695 (5.73%) made fully accessible

 

v.        ICT Ecosystem (Websites) –Nearly 627 Central and State/UT
government websites have been made accessible.

a.    Being ensured in a phased manner.

b.   19 private news channels are telecasting partially accessible news bulletins.

c.    2447 news bulletins have been telecast with subtitling/sign-language
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interoperation.

d.   9 general entertainment channels have telecast 3686 scheduled programs/movies
using subtitling

vii.       Education – Out of 11,68,292 government and government aided
schools, 8,33,703 schools (71%) have been made barrier free with the
provision of ramps, handrails and accessible toilets

a.    The Department has developed an Easy Reckoner of 10 basic features of Accessibility for
ease of understanding.

b.   Volume 1 of the series of guidebooks for professionals titled
ACCESS- The Photo Digest on Public Centric Buildings was launched
on 2nd March 2021.

c.    Volume 2 of the series of guidebooks for professionals titled
ACCESS- The Photo Digest on Airports was launched on 19.11.2021.

ix.        Monitoring -Activities under the Accessible India Campaign are
being monitored through a Management Information System (MIS) portal.

a.    The task of formulation of Sector Specific Standards/Guidelines of
Accessibility is underway by respective Ministries/Departments,
including Civil Aviation, Roadways, Railways, School and Higher
Education, Culture, Tourism, MHA, Banking, Consumer Affairs and
Sports. Guidelines by MoHUA and MietY are notified.

b.   Department is lending support through sensitization, handholding and by recommending
experts in field of accessibility.

a.    Helping in crowdsourcing grievances of accessibility being faced on ground in
infrastructure and services and forwarding for redressal.

b.   Helpful also in creating sensitization and awareness generation about
importance of accessibility.
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c.    COVID-19 related complaints which are meant only for
Divyangjans are being given top priorities now. To be cleared within 3
days.

 

 

************

MG/RK

i.            A new initiative for enhancing accessibility, creating awareness and
sensitization for creation a universal barrier free environment was taken by the Central
Government by launching the Accessible India

Campaign (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan – AIC) on 3rd December, 2015.

ii.        Its 3 main pillars are in the process of becoming accessible. These are:

ü  Built-Up Environment

ü  Transportation System

ü  Information & Communication (ICT) ecosystems.
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iii.        The achievements of AIC across sectors are :

ü  Access Audit of 1671 buildings completed.

ü  1630 Government buildings, including 1030 Central Government building have
been provided with features of accessibility.

 

iv.        Transportation Sector – Efforts are being made to make the
transportation sector accessible.

a.    Airports: 35 International Airports and 55 Domestic Airports have been provided with
features of accessibility. Ambulifts are available at 12 airports.

b.   Railways: All 709 A1, A & B category railway stations have been
provided with seven Short Term Facilities. 603 railway stations have
been provided with 2 Long Term Facilities.

c.    Roadways: 1,45,747 (29.05%) buses have been made
partially accessible and 8695 (5.73%) made fully accessible
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v.        ICT Ecosystem (Websites) –Nearly 627 Central and State/UT
government websites have been made accessible.

a.    Being ensured in a phased manner.

b.   19 private news channels are telecasting partially accessible news bulletins.

c.    2447 news bulletins have been telecast with subtitling/sign-language
interoperation.

d.   9 general entertainment channels have telecast 3686 scheduled programs/movies
using subtitling

vii.       Education – Out of 11,68,292 government and government aided
schools, 8,33,703 schools (71%) have been made barrier free with the
provision of ramps, handrails and accessible toilets

a.    The Department has developed an Easy Reckoner of 10 basic features of Accessibility for
ease of understanding.
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b.   Volume 1 of the series of guidebooks for professionals titled
ACCESS- The Photo Digest on Public Centric Buildings was launched
on 2nd March 2021.

c.    Volume 2 of the series of guidebooks for professionals titled
ACCESS- The Photo Digest on Airports was launched on 19.11.2021.

ix.        Monitoring -Activities under the Accessible India Campaign are
being monitored through a Management Information System (MIS) portal.

a.    The task of formulation of Sector Specific Standards/Guidelines of
Accessibility is underway by respective Ministries/Departments,
including Civil Aviation, Roadways, Railways, School and Higher
Education, Culture, Tourism, MHA, Banking, Consumer Affairs and
Sports. Guidelines by MoHUA and MietY are notified.

b.   Department is lending support through sensitization, handholding and by recommending
experts in field of accessibility.

a.    Helping in crowdsourcing grievances of accessibility being faced on ground in
infrastructure and services and forwarding for redressal.

b.   Helpful also in creating sensitization and awareness generation about
importance of accessibility.

c.    COVID-19 related complaints which are meant only for
Divyangjans are being given top priorities now. To be cleared within 3
days.

 

 

************

MG/RK
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2022-11-17

SPORTS MINISTRY’S TOP SCHEME FUNDS WRESTLER
VINESH PHOGAT’S HIGH ALTITUDE TRAINING CAMP
IN BULGARIA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Key highlights

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) has approved wrestler Vinesh Phogat’s proposal to
train in Belmeken, Bulgaria, which is a High Altitude training area situated approximately 2600m
above sea level.

Vinesh, who is accompanied by her physio Ashwini Patil, is training under former Olympic Silver
medallist Serafim Barzakov at the camp which is going to last for 19 days (7-26 November
2022).

The international camp is also expected to have other top wrestlers such as Bilyana Dudova
(2021 World Championship Gold medallist), Evelina Nikolova (2020 Olympic Bronze medallist)
among many other prominent wrestlers.

Funding for the same is being provided under Sports Authority of India’s (SAI) Target Olympic
Podium Scheme (TOPS) and would cover Vinesh and her physio’s flight, accommodation, local
travel, and food costs among others. TOPS will also provide her an out-of-pocket allowance of
$50 per day for any other expense she might incur.

Meanwhile, TOPS is also set to financially assist Tokyo Olympic Bronze Medallist Bajrang Punia
in taking part in the Bill Farrell International Wrestling Championship, which would be held in
New York, USA from 18-19th November 2022.

The competition would give Bajrang a chance to compete against some of the prominent and
upcoming wrestlers in the USA, who were one of the best Wrestling nations in Men's freestyle
events at the recently concluded 2022 World Wrestling Championships.

*******

NB/OA

Key highlights

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) has approved wrestler Vinesh Phogat’s proposal to
train in Belmeken, Bulgaria, which is a High Altitude training area situated approximately 2600m
above sea level.

Vinesh, who is accompanied by her physio Ashwini Patil, is training under former Olympic Silver
medallist Serafim Barzakov at the camp which is going to last for 19 days (7-26 November
2022).

The international camp is also expected to have other top wrestlers such as Bilyana Dudova
(2021 World Championship Gold medallist), Evelina Nikolova (2020 Olympic Bronze medallist)
among many other prominent wrestlers.
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Funding for the same is being provided under Sports Authority of India’s (SAI) Target Olympic
Podium Scheme (TOPS) and would cover Vinesh and her physio’s flight, accommodation, local
travel, and food costs among others. TOPS will also provide her an out-of-pocket allowance of
$50 per day for any other expense she might incur.

Meanwhile, TOPS is also set to financially assist Tokyo Olympic Bronze Medallist Bajrang Punia
in taking part in the Bill Farrell International Wrestling Championship, which would be held in
New York, USA from 18-19th November 2022.

The competition would give Bajrang a chance to compete against some of the prominent and
upcoming wrestlers in the USA, who were one of the best Wrestling nations in Men's freestyle
events at the recently concluded 2022 World Wrestling Championships.

*******
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MAKING HEALTH THE FOCUS OF AIR POLLUTION
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Photo used for illustration purpose only.

The worsening winter air quality in north India has yet again brought into public focus the
harmful effects of air pollution on our health. The effects of exposure to bad air are felt in every
organ of the body, and most deeply by the vulnerable in society — children, the elderly,
pregnant women, and those with pre-existing health conditions. In India, in 2019, 17.8% of all
deaths and 11.5% of respiratory, cardiovascular and other related diseases are attributable to
high exposure to pollution ( The Lancet). This public health emergency has resulted in calls for
health to be made central to air pollution policymaking.

The primacy of protecting public health — the raison d’etre of environmental legislation — is
clearly laid out in the statement of objects and reasons of India’s key environmental laws. Yet, if
we examine the constitution of our environmental regulators, expert groups and decision-making
entities that define and translate those laws into air pollution policy, health expertise is glaring in
its absence. Driven by a combination of the isolated nature of policymaking and an insufficient
understanding of health among policymakers, air pollution policy is created and implemented in
a vacuum. There is little cognisance of the effect it has on society.

So, what would it mean for India to place health at the centre of air quality governance and
policymaking? So far, Indian air pollution policy has at best treated health as merely one of the
several equally relevant facets in decision-making. It must transcend this. Health must be turned
into a feature and eventually a function of air pollution policy.

To treat health as a facet of air pollution policy has meant to occasionally provide a health voice
a seat at the table. However, an examination of even the most recently constituted institution,
the Commission for Air Quality Management, reveals a lack of any health representation. Recent
papers published by the Centre for Policy Research also reveal that health sector
representatives comprise less than 5% of the membership of State Pollution Control Boards.
How can their work as front-line air pollution regulators be effective or more sensitive to health
needs if health doesn’t even feature in important policy discussions?

What does it mean to make health a feature of air pollution policy? Health and epidemiological
evidence will drive our determination to achieve substantial health benefits from clean air
targets. The only effort till date in India, which has viewed air pollution through this lens, is the
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Ministry of Health’s Steering Committee on Air Pollution, which took an exposure-centered view
to policy. It did this by prioritising interventions that contributed the most to reducing exposure
and thereby providing health benefits. It also brought to light the local and global epidemiological
evidence on the harmful effects of air pollution, and defined policy measures aligned with that
science (for example, focusing on household cook stove smoke).

As India is in the process of revising its ambient air quality standards (NAAQS), it would do well
to learn from this ground-breaking effort. The NAAQS review has remained a largely opaque
process over the years, and foregrounding health in such a process would mean the standards
would be determined not just by local conditions, but also by the impact of exposure on
vulnerable populations.

The final step would require a radical rethinking of the way we design policy from the ground up.
Behind every source that contributes significantly to air pollution, there is a story of parochial,
sectoral, and isolated policymaking. Whether it is stubble burning (a by-product of ill-thought-out
water conservation laws) or thermal power plant emissions (where more stringent standards
have been delayed for over five years), decisions are made without any consideration of their
potential second and third order effects, especially on health.

Here, again, there are lessons to be learned from the Health Ministry’s Steering Committee. The
committee convened experts from a range of disciplines and sectors, including epidemiology,
environment, energy, transport, public policy and economics, to develop a prescription that
would primarily focus on health benefits. Indeed, such an approach that foregrounds the explicit
health benefits of specific sustainable and effective interventions is needed to prevent the
repudiation of basic science that ensures the proliferation of untested, ad hoc techno fixes such
as smog towers. This kind of thinking would also lead us to accelerate climate and air quality
actions that control emissions from those sectors that cause the greatest health burden.

We are at a crossroads in our fight against air pollution. The contemporaneous approach to
tackling this issue has been tried for decades and has proven ineffective. The choice lies before
us now on whether we want to centre science and health in what will likely be a long road to
fixing this problem, or continue down the same path that has led us to this smoggy status quo.
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A class at a government school in Erode in Tamil Nadu | Photo Credit: GOVARTHAN M.

It is alarming that India ranks 132 out of 191 countries in the 2021 Human Development Index,
which is a measure of a nation’s health, average income, and education.

The National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020 states, “A National Mission on Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy will be set up... on priority... for attaining universal foundational literacy
and numeracy in all primary schools, identifying state-wise targets and goals to be achieved by
2025, and closely tracking and monitoring progress of the same.” How do we achieve this
ambitious objective?

Ever since the 1990 World Declaration on Education for All at the Jomtien Conference,
concerted efforts have been made to bring all children to school. Even before the conference, in
1987, the Shiksha Karmi Project was started in schools to tackle teacher absenteeism in remote
villages in Rajasthan. Active involvement of the local communities was a crucial part of the
project. By supporting and training local persons, the project succeeded in creating teachers.
The premise was to focus on the basics of teaching through practice. Unfortunately, this lesson
is given up when we work with regular teachers.

The Bihar Education Project was introduced in the early 1990s to give a fillip to the
universalisation of primary education. It developed a 10-day residential in-service training for
teachers, called the Ujala module. This proved to be a challenge as communities viewed
understaffed and dilapidated schools only as election booths.

The Lok Jumbish, or Peoples Movement for Education for All, was launched in 1992 in
Rajasthan. By providing a thrust to innovations and emphasising civil society partnership, this
programme demonstrated successes, especially in tribal districts. However, the inertia of the
mainstream continued to reign supreme.

In 1993, the Supreme Court ruled in Unni Krishnan v. State Of Andhra Pradesh that the right to
education for children up to age 14 is central and fundamental. The District Primary Education
Programme was started in 1994, to universalise and transform the quality of primary education.
This too remained a project as Directorates did not own the initiatives fully.

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, aimed at the universalisation of elementary education, was launched in
2001. While it has made a difference to school participation and has brought about improvement
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in school infrastructure, uniforms, toilet access, water and textbook availability, classroom
processes still remain a challenge.

We have still not figured out a systemic way of recruiting good teachers and establishing teacher
development institutions. The recruitment of teachers, educators and administrators has to
become a priority if we want to make a difference. The Central, State and local governments
need to transform governance to ensure that everyone delivers their best. We should ensure
that there are direct funds to schools, no teacher vacancies, fewer non-teaching tasks, and a
vibrant community and panchayat connect for accountability.

While many efforts have indeed been made, we still need to work on community connect and
parental involvement. Panchayats and community collectives with very high social capital, such
as women self-help groups, can help ensure that local households own the initiative.
Panchayats can leverage resources. Communities can both enable and discipline teachers if
funds, functions and functionaries are their responsibility. The Panchayati Raj, Rural and Urban
Development Ministries can work on community connect and make learning outcomes a
responsibility of local governments. Providing decentralised funds to schools with the community
overseeing such funds is the best starting point towards achieving the NEP objective.

It is poor governance that affects the effectiveness of face-to-face or digital teacher development
initiatives like Nishtha. Pratham’s Read India campaign and the Azim Premji Foundation’s large-
scale efforts to improve government schools by providing district-/block-level support to schools
and teachers also suffer due to poor governance of schools and teachers.

There are many innovations in the civil society space, such as by Gyan Shala, Saksham, the
Central Square Foundation, Room to Read, and Akshara, but many of them are not initiatives
aimed at improving mass education. The Sampark Foundation provides some answers to the
aforementioned challenges. The Foundation uses technology for teacher development. It uses
audio battery-operated sound boxes and innovative teaching learning materials. It has also
launched a TV, which helps teachers use lesson plans, content videos, activity videos and
worksheets to make classes more interactive and joyful. While it is too early to comment on the
success of these initiatives, these appear to be sound methods to overcome teacher
incompetency through the use of technology.

The time between preschool and Class 3 can be transformational for individuals. It is time for
everyone from the Panchayat level to the Prime Minister to ensure that all children are in school
and are learning by 2025. Foundational literacy and numeracy are necessary to prepare a
generation of learners who will secure for India high rates of economic progress and human
well-being. The time to act is now.
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A view of the Indian Supreme Court. | Photo Credit: REUTERS

On November 7, the Supreme Court upheld the validity of the 103rd Constitution Amendment
which provides 10% reservation to the economically weaker sections (EWS), but excludes from
this quota the ‘poorest of poor’ among the Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs),
Socially and Educationally Backward Classes and Other Backward Classes (OBCs). In a
conversation moderated by Abhinay Lakshman, Satish Deshpande and Arghya Sengupta
discuss whether reservation should be used as a means to alleviate economic backwardness.
Edited excerpts:

Q / Should reservation be a means to address poverty?

A / Satish Deshpande: No. Reservations result in quotas, which means you set aside a certain
number of seats or opportunities for a particular group and make them unavailable to everyone
else, no matter what their situation. This kind of a conscious setting aside of the principle of
equality requires a strong justification. And that justification is provided by various forms of social
discrimination, which are permanent because they are tied to indelible social identities. And if
those forms of discrimination are allowed to continue unchecked, we will never have equality.
That is why reservation should be saved for the most intractable forms of discrimination and not
for more transient, more easily treatable problems like those originating from economic reasons.

A / Explained | How has the EWS ruling altered reservations?

A / Arghya Sengupta: Reservation is a tool available to the government to alleviate different
kinds of backwardness or discrimination that have been faced by certain individuals or groups. Is
it a legitimate tool to use? Certainly. Is it a legitimate tool to use in cases of economic
backwardness? To answer this, first we have to understand that reservation is not an exception
to the rule of equality, but required by the principle of substantive equality. You’re setting aside a
certain number of seats, which are now not for open competition, [as] this is required by the
principle of equality to try and ensure a level playing field. The question is, a level playing field
for whom? This is a decision for elected governments to take. At the time of the [drafting of the]
Constitution, it was felt that reservations were needed in a particular context, which is social and
educational backwardness. Now we see reservations of different kinds. And it is open to a
democratically elected government to introduce a principle of reservation on grounds other than
caste as well.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-upholds-validity-of-ews-quota/article66106470.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-how-has-the-ews-ruling-altered-reservations/article66129488.ece
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Q / Reservation has historically been used as a means to ensure equal representation for
those who have been under-represented, based on social and educational backwardness.
What does the EWS judgment mean for what justifies reservation?

A / Satish Deshpande: The government’s decision is easy to understand. There is a
constituency — the Hindu upper castes — which feels that it should be getting its share of
reservation. This is the electorally relevant prize that is being fought for. The intention to do this
extends across ideologies and governments. The Congress government also wanted to
introduce this earlier. The question is, how does this square with constitutional principles? I think
we are finding circuitous ways of explaining the logic of what is happening because we cannot
name caste openly. The Court has argued that reservations are required for equality rather than
being exceptions to equality. However, the common-sense understanding has always been that
these are exceptions, that caste is recognised only as an exception, and the implicit norm has
been one of castelessness. This decision forces us to rethink whether that is true now as there
is reservation for the upper castes.

A / Opinion | The curious case of EWS

Q / Can reservation be provided to a group/class of individuals without proof of
inadequate representation? Reservations for SCs, STs, and OBCs were introduced with
proof that these communities were not adequately represented, but this is not the case
with the EWS quota.

A / Arghya Sengupta: First, I agree with Professor Deshpande — there is a clear political play
in this. But there are three facts that I’d like to place on record. One, reservation on economic
criteria has been made available to anybody who meets those criteria as long as they don’t have
reservation on the basis of social and educational backwardness. Now, because of the politics of
it, this [EWS quota] is being seen as forward caste reservation. But this reservation, strictly
speaking, is also available to poor Muslims, poor Christians, and poor religious minorities. Two,
we must realise that there has been a Constitution Amendment here. It [EWS quota] has not
been brought under Article 16(4) of the Constitution, which requires proof of inadequacy of
representation in government services. If it was brought under that Article, it would have failed
the test of constitutional scrutiny. So, do you have to show inadequacy of representation here?
No. And three, all the judges have said that bringing in economic criteria in the Constitution does
not violate the basic structure of the Constitution. The previous judgments of the Supreme Court
were in the context of social and educational backwardness. It was held that economic criteria
alone could not be used, because that was not the original understanding of the Constitution.
But now the Constitution has changed. And the interpretation [based] on which all the judges
have said the same thing is that it is open for the Constitution to be amended so that
reservations are provided on the grounds of economic criteria alone, without having to prove
inadequacy of representation or any other form of social and educational backwardness, and
without having to comply with the 50% quota.

A / Opinion | The EWS judgment and the shadow of Pandora

A / Satish Deshpande: This judgment opens the door for purely economic criteria and therefore
takes away the need to provide any other criteria. It also sets aside the 50% limit, so it opens the
door for other communities to ask for more. Finally, it makes it clear that reservation is no longer
a special tool meant to address discrimination and can be used to address all forms of
backwardness and disadvantage.

Q / The Court said the 50% cap is not inflexible. Jharkhand recently passed a Bill raising
quotas to 77%. Many States are trying to do this. Does the judgment allow the 50% cap to

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-curious-case-of-ews/article66132311.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-ews-judgment-and-the-shadow-of-pandora/article66116346.ece
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be breached for the SC, ST, OBC quota?

A / Arghya Sengupta: There was only the majority judge, Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, who said
that the 50% rule is in the context of social and educational backwardness [and does not] apply
to reservation based on economic criteria. The Jharkhand case will be tested, but my sense is
that for social and educational backwardness, there will be a case that the 50% rule still applies.
But as Professor Deshpande said, there will be more demands for reservation from different
kinds of communities which feel disadvantaged. Now, whether that is permissible or not we will
have to see.

A / Opinion | In EWS verdict, a discrimination antithetical to equality

Q / Certain groups are being excluded from the quota, solely based on their caste
identity, despite qualifying under the criteria for the quota. What does this judgment
mean in terms of upholding that exclusion?

A / Satish Deshpande: It de-links reservation from the question of social justice, because now
everybody has reservation; there is nothing differential being done for those groups that were
discriminated against. This is going to be a major issue, because the very problem of
discrimination is that the language of backwardness has dominated the reservation discourse.
Discrimination involves a situation where there is a discriminator and a person/group
discriminated against, whereas in the language of backwardness, there are victims without
perpetrators. Therefore, there is no need to have any differential policies. In a sense, our
development programmes, since Independence, were supposed to be on economic grounds.
And look at what has happened — they deepened caste inequalities. We needed programmes
that try to redress the effects of discrimination, not treat victims and perpetrators even-handedly,
at least under the rubric of the anti-discrimination programmes. Now, we don’t have anything for
anti-discrimination. The last vestiges of that are the laws against caste atrocities. Perhaps those
too are going to be on the firing line.

A / Editorial | Economics and exclusion: On Supreme Court upholding 10% EWS quota

Q / To what extent does this exclusion affect the equality code of the Constitution?

A / Arghya Sengupta: There are two ways to answer this question. First, does the quota
impinge upon equality? It does. But is that impingement a basic structure violation? No.
Because, as a matter of law, the quota is not available to forward castes alone. And second, if
EWS operated like a creamy layer exclusion or as a horizontal category, there could have been
a claim that this is impinging on someone else’s rights. But it is an additional track that has
opened up. The Constitution provisions authorise the state to make any positive discriminatory
provision. So, it does not violate the equality code. There is a clear signal that the pie is now
being expanded. This is a consequentialist moment in our social justice discourse, because it is
changing the nature of reservations in the country.

A / Satish Deshpande teaches Sociology at Delhi University; Arghya Sengupta is Founder
and Research Director at the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, Delhi
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WORLD TOILET DAY, 2022: ‘SWACHHTA RUN’ BEING
ORGANIZED ACROSS RURAL INDIA ON 19 TH

NOVEMBER 2022
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The Department of Drinking Water & Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti, under the
Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) is organizing ‘Swachhta Run’ across rural India, to mark the
World Toilet Day on 19th November, 2022. States & UTs have been directed to conduct the
“Swachhta Run” at the Gram Panchayat (GP) level involving local heroes, Swachhagrahis’,
ASHA workers, volunteers, youth, school children, and local folk artists etc. It was suggested to
engage the local elected representatives/sports persons/celebrities/local influencers to flag off
the “Run” to enthuse the local populace for participation. Undertaking ‘Swachhta Pledge’ by all
participants at the start of the “Run”; display of banners, posters, slogans and other outdoor IEC
materials of SBM(G) Phase II along the route, starting and ending the “Run” at a site of historical
significance and/or the GP office itself; provisioning of refreshments, medical kits, T-shirts,
participation certificate should be taken care by the GP – all these elements were also
communicated to the states and UTs.

 

DDWS with NIC developed a dedicated e-module to monitor the Swachhta Run activities. The
States & UTs will upload information about the location of the “Run”, dignitary flagging/attending
the run, number of participants and images of the “Run” and brief write-up of the event was also
obtained from the districts. A softcopy of the SBM-G IEC communication material, including
notification about the “Run” was provided to the states through QR code, shared in a preparatory
VC held with the States & UTs on 17th Nov’22.

This global observance, held annually since 2013, celebrates toilets and raises awareness for
the people living without access to sanitation. The 2022 theme is ‘Making the Invisible Visible’
and explores how inadequate sanitation systems spread human waste into rivers, lakes and soil,
polluting underground water resources. This problem seems to be invisible, as the water
contamination happens underground. The special day is about highlighting actions to tackle the
global sanitation crisis and achieve Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6.2: sanitation and
water for all by 2030. Even though India has already achieved the SDG Target 6.2 pertaining to
access to safe sanitation, when the entire county achieved ODF status in Oct 2019; it is
persistent in its efforts to now achieve ODF plus status.

The Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) has been recognized as the world’s largest behavior
change program. It represents the influential force of peoples’ participation -‘Jal Andolan’, that
transformed the lives of rural India populace in terms of social benefits, economic gains,
environmental safety and most importantly dignity and security to women. The second phase of
SBM(G) focusses to build on this strong foundation of healthy behaviors and inform, educate
and create action towards ODF plus. ‘Swachhta Run’ is one such action of engaging the masses
for the same. The objective of the “Run” is to create awareness among people about importance
of usage of toilet, safe sanitation and visual cleanliness aligned to SBM(G) phase II components.

Click Here to View Letter Written To States/UTs For Organizing ‘Swachhta Run’
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‘Swachhta Run’ Being Organized Across Rural India On 19th November 2022
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‘Swachhta Run’ Being Organized Across Rural India On 19th November 2022

 

" "                            #SwachhataRun #SwachhBharatMission #ODFPlus #SBMG #Swachhata
#CleanIndiaGreenIndia #SwachhBharat pic.twitter.com/Pgq5dpbp0g

" "    , ,  , ,          –  2.0                #      #SwachhBharatMission #SBMG
pic.twitter.com/1eGoi2voPq

*******

AS

The Department of Drinking Water & Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti, under the
Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) is organizing ‘Swachhta Run’ across rural India, to mark the
World Toilet Day on 19th November, 2022. States & UTs have been directed to conduct the
“Swachhta Run” at the Gram Panchayat (GP) level involving local heroes, Swachhagrahis’,
ASHA workers, volunteers, youth, school children, and local folk artists etc. It was suggested to
engage the local elected representatives/sports persons/celebrities/local influencers to flag off
the “Run” to enthuse the local populace for participation. Undertaking ‘Swachhta Pledge’ by all
participants at the start of the “Run”; display of banners, posters, slogans and other outdoor IEC
materials of SBM(G) Phase II along the route, starting and ending the “Run” at a site of historical
significance and/or the GP office itself; provisioning of refreshments, medical kits, T-shirts,
participation certificate should be taken care by the GP – all these elements were also
communicated to the states and UTs.

https://twitter.com/hashtag/SwachhataRun?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SwachhBharatMission?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ODFPlus?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SBMG?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Swachhata?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/CleanIndiaGreenIndia?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SwachhBharat?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/Pgq5dpbp0g
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%E0%A4%93%E0%A4%A1%E0%A5%80%E0%A4%8F%E0%A4%AB%E0%A4%AA%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B2%E0%A4%B8?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SwachhBharatMission?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SBMG?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/1eGoi2voPq
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DDWS with NIC developed a dedicated e-module to monitor the Swachhta Run activities. The
States & UTs will upload information about the location of the “Run”, dignitary flagging/attending
the run, number of participants and images of the “Run” and brief write-up of the event was also
obtained from the districts. A softcopy of the SBM-G IEC communication material, including
notification about the “Run” was provided to the states through QR code, shared in a preparatory
VC held with the States & UTs on 17th Nov’22.

This global observance, held annually since 2013, celebrates toilets and raises awareness for
the people living without access to sanitation. The 2022 theme is ‘Making the Invisible Visible’
and explores how inadequate sanitation systems spread human waste into rivers, lakes and soil,
polluting underground water resources. This problem seems to be invisible, as the water
contamination happens underground. The special day is about highlighting actions to tackle the
global sanitation crisis and achieve Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6.2: sanitation and
water for all by 2030. Even though India has already achieved the SDG Target 6.2 pertaining to
access to safe sanitation, when the entire county achieved ODF status in Oct 2019; it is
persistent in its efforts to now achieve ODF plus status.

The Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) has been recognized as the world’s largest behavior
change program. It represents the influential force of peoples’ participation -‘Jal Andolan’, that
transformed the lives of rural India populace in terms of social benefits, economic gains,
environmental safety and most importantly dignity and security to women. The second phase of
SBM(G) focusses to build on this strong foundation of healthy behaviors and inform, educate
and create action towards ODF plus. ‘Swachhta Run’ is one such action of engaging the masses
for the same. The objective of the “Run” is to create awareness among people about importance
of usage of toilet, safe sanitation and visual cleanliness aligned to SBM(G) phase II components.

Click Here to View Letter Written To States/UTs For Organizing ‘Swachhta Run’
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‘Swachhta Run’ Being Organized Across Rural India On 19th November 2022
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‘Swachhta Run’ Being Organized Across Rural India On 19th November 2022

 

" "                            #SwachhataRun #SwachhBharatMission #ODFPlus #SBMG #Swachhata
#CleanIndiaGreenIndia #SwachhBharat pic.twitter.com/Pgq5dpbp0g

" "    , ,  , ,          –  2.0                #      #SwachhBharatMission #SBMG
pic.twitter.com/1eGoi2voPq

*******
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“Indian adolescents aged between 10-12 years have hypertension prevalence of 35%, while in
those above 13 years, the prevalence is 25%,” a study has found. | Photo Credit: Reuters

High blood pressure is already a problem of great magnitude in India. The Indian National
Health Portal reports that 30% of adult Indians have elevated blood pressure — a little higher in
urban (34%) compared with rural (28%) areas. High blood pressure is relatively silent, with
grave consequences, as it is a major cause of cardiovascular diseases, including stroke. The
best way forward is prevention, especially starting in childhood.

Our paper (with Anil Vasudevan as the first author) published recently in  JAMA Network
Open reports that Indian adolescents aged between 10-12 years have hypertension prevalence
of 35%, while in those above 13 years, the prevalence is 25%. This is roughly the same in urban
and rural areas; for younger children, the prevalence is even higher than in adults.

Effectively, high blood pressure is occurring in one in three or four children, and this is much
higher than earlier estimates of about 7%. Even factoring for the somewhat higher estimates
derived from a single survey, there is enough signal that hypertension in adolescents is much
more widely prevalent than previously thought and bodes ill for the next generation of adults.

The figures are robust and believable, coming as they do from a national survey called the
Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS), which used a statistically appropriate method
to sample adolescents without illnesses, aged 10-19 years, across all States and Union
Territories.

Blood pressure was measured rigorously, and high blood pressure was defined based on the
mean of second and third readings as per the 2017 American Academy of Pediatrics cut-offs, as
height-adjusted blood pressure above the 95th percentile below 13 years and greater than
130/80 mm Hg in older adolescents.

Hypertension is often clustered with other cardio-metabolic risk factors including overweight and
obesity. Adolescents with high fasting blood glucose, hemoglobin A1c, serum triglyceride and
LDL cholesterol levels also have a greater risk of high blood pressure.

But there is also a deeply unsettling and counter-intuitive pattern of the occurrence of
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hypertension in Indian children. The notion that this is associated with affluence, which will not
occur in undernourished children stands firmly dispelled. In fact, elevated blood pressure is more
prevalent in poorer than the richest category and occurs with similar frequency in rural and
urban areas. Its prevalence in younger stunted adolescents is as high as 40% compared with
34% in those not stunted.

The prevalence in thin/underweight adolescents is also high (32% in younger and 22% in older
adolescents). We now need to come to terms with the combined presence of diseases of
overnutrition in undernourished adolescents, or the intra-individual of double burden of
malnutrition.

So, why is this happening in Indian children, and why is this happening across the board, even
in undernourished adolescents, in rural areas, and among the poor? Higher prevalence of high
blood pressure in rural areas may be attributable to rapid urbanisation, resulting in altered
dietary habits, more screen time and a lower level of habitual physical activity. One causative
factor that is relevant in India today is the explosion of ready-to-eat (ultra) processed foods and
snacks, which depend on a high salt and sugar content to mask off-flavors that occur during the
processing, and to increase shelf life and induce hyper-palatability.

These have penetrated rural areas and schools deeply. Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, and Nagaland have higher hypertension
prevalence (over 35%) compared with the rest of India. Data from the NSSO survey of 2011-12
show that the highest salt-consuming regions are these States, with a per-capita intake of over 9
grams/day, while the median intake for India is about 8 grams/day.

There is a need now to think ahead: a need to screen and identify adolescents with
hypertension; preventive interventions to control the burden of hypertension and its
consequences in India; and a need to assess high blood pressure at even younger ages. This is
important as many people with hypertension, particularly in India, are not aware of their disease
and the detection, treatment, and control of it should be an urgent health priority.

(Anura Kurpad is Professor of Physiology, St John’s Medical College, Bengaluru. Harshpal
Singh Sachdev is a Senior Consultant in Paediatrics and Clinical Epidemiology, Sitaram Bhartia
Institute of Science and Research, New Delhi)
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CLIMATE CHANGE ENABLES DENGUE TO SPREAD TO
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Huge spike: France reported 65 dengue cases of local origin as of October 21, 2022. | Photo
Credit: AFP

Each year, nearly 100 million dengue cases and about 10,000 deaths are reported from over
125 countries, and about half the global population are in countries that provide suitable
environmental conditions for dengue spread. With climate change, dengue-endemic countries
will see increased dengue cases through “faster viral amplification, and increased vector
survival, reproduction and biting rates”. This will lead to longer periods of spread and hence,
more cases of dengue, as per a 2019 paper in  Nature Microbiology. Increased temperature due
to climate change will also allow the vector and virus to spread to countries that are currently
free of dengue.

By October 21, France had already recorded 65 dengue cases of local origin from nine
transmission events, the highest since 2006 when surveillance for dengue began. And for the
first time in Europe, one event causing 34 cases on a single day was recorded in France on
October 21, 2022. In comparison, in 2020, France witnessed 14 cases from six transmission
events followed by nine cases from two events in 2019 and eight cases from three transmission
events in 2018. Besides the locally transmitted cases, there have been 217 imported cases
during the period between May 1 and October 21 this year.

The U.S. too reported one locally transmitted case of dengue this year in Arizona. Meanwhile,
Vietnam and the Philippines reported over 3,00,000 cases (as on November 15) and over
1,70,000 cases (as on October 1), respectively. 

Unlike in the case of the tropical countries where  Aedes aegypti is the vector,  Aedes
albopictus is the vector responsible for virus spread in France. Unlike  Aedes albopictus, the
reason why  Aedes aegypti mosquito is not the vector that spreads the virus in Europe is due to
its eggs’ inability to survive the cold winter of Europe. 

Aedes-borne virus transmission locally is expected in southern France due to colonisation of  A.
albopictus. Yet, the epidemiological situation of dengue this year is considered “exceptional” as
the number of events and the total number of locally transmitted cases far exceed those seen in
the period 2010 to 2021, as per a report in  Eurosurveillance. Especially since  Aedes
albopictus is considered to be a less efficient transmitter of dengue virus. The serotype 3

http://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2022.27.44.2200818#html_fulltext
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(DENV-3) has been identified for the first time this year in France.

“The drivers of arbovirus transmission are mainly influenced by the interactions between vector
populations, virus strains and the global environment. Environmental conditions thus have a
major impact on the efficiency of the vector system as well as on vector density and host-vector
contacts,” notes the report in  Eurosurveillance. France has witnessed especially warm spring
and summer this year which might have contributed to increased “vector activity and
transmission efficacy of dengue virus”.

“Southern France and Mediterranean have been at risk of dengue since the early 2000s when
the Asian tiger mosquito ( Aedes albopictus) arrived, then spread through Europe. Only certain
times of the year are hot enough for the mosquito to transmit dengue efficiently enough to cause
an outbreak, but dengue season in Europe is only increasing each year with climate change,”
Dr. Oliver Brady, Associate Professor, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine writes
in the institute’s report.

“Furthermore, with climate change and increasing global trade, we may see more parts of
Europe with the right combination of factors for dengue outbreaks. The experience of Southern
France shows that European countries are not immune from dengue and, like all other countries,
may struggle to contain dengue.”

In a tweet, virologist Dr. Angela Rasmussen from the University of Saskatchewan, Canada said:
“We’ve been watching the slow creep northward of dengue around the world. Just another
example of how the geography of infectious disease is not fixed. As climate change and land
use disrupts ecology and viruses get more opportunity to spread… they will spread.”
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NCPCR TO LAUNCH ‘TRAINING MODULES FOR
CHAIRPERSONS AND MEMBERS OF CHILD WELFARE
COMMITTEE’ AND ‘PROTOCOLS FOR RESTORATION
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OCCASION OF WORLD CHILDREN’S DAY TOMORROW
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National Commission for Protection of Child Rights ( NCPCR) will launch the “Training
Modules for the Child Welfare Committees (CWCs), Protocols for Restoration and
Repatriation of Children” along with the GHAR - GO Home and Re-Unite (Portal for
Restoration and Repatriation of Child) on the occasion of World Children’s Day ( 20th

November) tomorrow.  These modules, protocols and portals developed by NCPCR address
 the amended roles of CWCs and DCPOs in matters of children in need of care and protection.

 

The launch event will be followed by Thematic Technical Sessions on Orientation on Training
Module for CWC and Protocols for Restoration and Repatriation of Children, MASI Portal of
NCPCR, Baal Swaraj Portals of NCPCR and Open House Session on Q&A. The Launch
Ceremony will be attended by more than 1200 representatives from all districts of the country.

 

 

The Government of India under the leadership of   Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi  is
committed to reach out to every child needing care and protection. This is the first of its kind
National level launch ceremony with regard to child protection inviting Chairpersons/Members of
Child Welfare Committees, District Child Protection Officers and State Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights.

 

Since the implementation of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
and its Rules, 2016, there were many challenges and gaps which came to the notice of the
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Government of India which were especially hindering the process of rehabilitation of children.
Keeping in view of the same,

The Government of India brought landmark amendments to the Act and Rules and implemented
the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Act, 2021, Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Model Rules, 2022 and Adoption Regulations,
2022. One of such major amendments that have been brought about is in the process of
repatriation and restoration of children. The new amendments have been made taking into
consideration that restoration of a child in need of care and protection would be different from a
child in conflict with law. It was seen that there were many children who were brought before the
JJBs and the CWCs, who were prima facie seen to be belonging to some other place but were
being difficult to be repatriated because the details of the native place were unable to be found
out by the authorities. The challenges in repatriation of children to their native place were
primarily observed to be the non-convergence between the authorities and lack of sharing of
information between authorities within the system. By releasing the Protocol for repatriation and
restoration, an endeavor is being made to eliminate those challenges which are being faced by
authorities in repatriation and send the maximum number of children back to their native place
with their families/relatives.

 

The Training Module for Chairpersons and Members of Child Welfare Committees is another
document to be released at this event, which has been made with an aim to bring the roles and
responsibilities of CWCs in one place comprehensively. Child Welfare Committees being the
guardian of children who are vulnerable at the district level and the responsibilities placed on
them for ensuring their care and protection is extensive. Therefore, training of Child Welfare
Committees is essential to ensure effective functioning of the CWCs. The Module is a 15 day
programme for training of CWCs. It is divided into 63 sessions of over 72 hours duration. The
participants would be required to spend an average of 4 hours 50 minutes in the training per
day. Following information is given for each day/topic. :-

 

In the said launch, discussion will be held to give an overview of the Training Modules for the
Child Welfare Committees and Protocol for Restoration and Repatriation of children in light of
the implemented Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Act, 2021 and
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Model Rules, 2022.

 

NCPCR is a statutory body constituted under Section 3 of the Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 to protect the child rights and other related matters in the
country. The Commission is mandated to monitor the proper and effective implementation of
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 and its Rules; Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 and Right to Free and Compulsory
Education (RTE) Act, 2009.

 

***
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National Commission for Protection of Child Rights ( NCPCR) will launch the “Training
Modules for the Child Welfare Committees (CWCs), Protocols for Restoration and
Repatriation of Children” along with the GHAR - GO Home and Re-Unite (Portal for
Restoration and Repatriation of Child) on the occasion of World Children’s Day ( 20th

November) tomorrow.  These modules, protocols and portals developed by NCPCR address
 the amended roles of CWCs and DCPOs in matters of children in need of care and protection.

 

The launch event will be followed by Thematic Technical Sessions on Orientation on Training
Module for CWC and Protocols for Restoration and Repatriation of Children, MASI Portal of
NCPCR, Baal Swaraj Portals of NCPCR and Open House Session on Q&A. The Launch
Ceremony will be attended by more than 1200 representatives from all districts of the country.

 

 

The Government of India under the leadership of   Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi  is
committed to reach out to every child needing care and protection. This is the first of its kind
National level launch ceremony with regard to child protection inviting Chairpersons/Members of
Child Welfare Committees, District Child Protection Officers and State Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights.

 

Since the implementation of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
and its Rules, 2016, there were many challenges and gaps which came to the notice of the
Government of India which were especially hindering the process of rehabilitation of children.
Keeping in view of the same,

The Government of India brought landmark amendments to the Act and Rules and implemented
the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Act, 2021, Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Model Rules, 2022 and Adoption Regulations,
2022. One of such major amendments that have been brought about is in the process of
repatriation and restoration of children. The new amendments have been made taking into
consideration that restoration of a child in need of care and protection would be different from a
child in conflict with law. It was seen that there were many children who were brought before the
JJBs and the CWCs, who were prima facie seen to be belonging to some other place but were
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being difficult to be repatriated because the details of the native place were unable to be found
out by the authorities. The challenges in repatriation of children to their native place were
primarily observed to be the non-convergence between the authorities and lack of sharing of
information between authorities within the system. By releasing the Protocol for repatriation and
restoration, an endeavor is being made to eliminate those challenges which are being faced by
authorities in repatriation and send the maximum number of children back to their native place
with their families/relatives.

 

The Training Module for Chairpersons and Members of Child Welfare Committees is another
document to be released at this event, which has been made with an aim to bring the roles and
responsibilities of CWCs in one place comprehensively. Child Welfare Committees being the
guardian of children who are vulnerable at the district level and the responsibilities placed on
them for ensuring their care and protection is extensive. Therefore, training of Child Welfare
Committees is essential to ensure effective functioning of the CWCs. The Module is a 15 day
programme for training of CWCs. It is divided into 63 sessions of over 72 hours duration. The
participants would be required to spend an average of 4 hours 50 minutes in the training per
day. Following information is given for each day/topic. :-

 

In the said launch, discussion will be held to give an overview of the Training Modules for the
Child Welfare Committees and Protocol for Restoration and Repatriation of children in light of
the implemented Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Act, 2021 and
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Model Rules, 2022.

 

NCPCR is a statutory body constituted under Section 3 of the Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 to protect the child rights and other related matters in the
country. The Commission is mandated to monitor the proper and effective implementation of
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 and its Rules; Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 and Right to Free and Compulsory
Education (RTE) Act, 2009.
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Rohingya refugees | Photo Credit: AFP

This month marks yet another annual “16 Days of Activism” against gender-based violence,
even as the world is faced with a global increase in reported domestic violence, child marriage,
trafficking, sexual exploitation and abuse. The coup in Myanmar, a Taliban takeover in
Afghanistan, and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — that have all occurred in the last 18 months —
have each underscored the fact that women bear a disproportionate burden in conflict,
especially those forced to flee their homes and seek refuge in other countries. Economic
stressors resulting from COVID-19 exacerbate the situation. Important markers in gender
equality and the protection of civilians have been reversed in many countries.

The global theme for this year’s 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence is “UNITE!
Activism to end violence against women and girls”, a much-needed call to action that all of us
must work towards, in order to ensure that we reverse gender and protection deficits. Uniting to
end violence against women and girls and empowering them to stand up for themselves and
their communities, and supporting men to become agents of change, must remain the priority.
The 16 Days of Activism run annually from November 25, which is International Day Against
Violence Against Women, to December 10, which is International Human Rights Day.

I anticipate invigorated actions by all of us to support the global peace and security agenda,
especially for the marginalised such as refugees and other displaced persons. The thought that I
am writing this in one of the largest economies in the world, which has championed programmes
based on the rights and the development of women and girls, suggests that we can all learn
from how far India has progressed in protecting her daughters since Independence 75 years
ago.

Indian women received universal suffrage during India’s independence in 1947. During the
drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, India was instrumental in ensuring that
gender sensitive norms were respected by changing the language from ‘all men are created
equal’ to ‘all human beings are.... ’ India has also ratified key international conventions to end
discrimination against women which include the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).

https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/explainer-why-did-the-myanmar-military-stage-a-coup/article33732207.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/afghanistan-marks-1-year-since-taliban-seizure-as-woes-mount/article65771684.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/afghanistan-marks-1-year-since-taliban-seizure-as-woes-mount/article65771684.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/russia-ukraine-crisis/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
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Women in India continue to make progress in all areas of human endeavours, including politics,
science, business, medicine, sports and agriculture. Women have overcome “the glass ceiling”
in the armed forces and can also serve as commanders since 2020. Today, India has the largest
number of women in the United Nations peacekeeping forces, thus showcasing the equal role
that women can play in conflict-emerging countries and territories. The central and State
governments have launched new schemes, policies and programmes ranging from the welfare
of the girl child to supporting aspiring female entrepreneurs, to empower both urban and rural
women and promote gender equality. Women’s protection has also been enhanced with far-
reaching access to comprehensive services, regardless of legal status. Marginalised
populations, such as refugees, have access to these protection and assistance services. The
‘Nari Shakti for New India’ campaign represents the aspirations of millions of women in India,
who not only participate but lead development initiatives — a clear display that women are
leading from the front.

What does this all mean for refugee women in India? There are over 2,12,000 refugees in India
including those supported by the Government of India, more than half of whom are women and
girls. India ensures that refugees can access protection services that are on a par with their
fellow Indian hosts. For those refugees registered directly by the Government such as those
from Sri Lanka, they are entitled to Aadhaar cards and PAN cards to enable their economic and
financial inclusion; they can have access to national welfare schemes and contribute effectively
to the Indian economy. However, for those registered with UNHCR, such as refugees from
Afghanistan, Myanmar and other countries, while they have access to protection and limited
assistance services, they do not possess government-issued documentation. Thus, they are
unable to open bank accounts, benefit from all government welfare schemes, and are thus
inadvertently left behind. Including all refugees in existing national welfare and economic
schemes would ensure their effective inclusion in social protection systems aligned to India’s
commitment to all women, their protection and empowerment, regardless of their legal status,
and will ensure that no one is left behind.

A young refugee from Myanmar, whom I recently met, told me that she was the first lady in her
entire community to enter a university in India. Like many other refugees who have benefited
from national programmes, she is grateful to India and its people. Her determination and drive
are catalysts to helping women overcome the hardest challenge. That is to influence and change
attitudes, given that many barriers to women’s empowerment are attributed to patriarchal and
patrilineal traditions that are deeply entrenched in many societies.

The commitment to prioritise gender equal programming by the Government of India is
commendable and its resulting economic and social potential for women will build societal
resilience to handle future shocks. As Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently observed: “The
progress of humanity is incomplete without the empowerment of women”.

Oscar Mundia is Chief of Mission, UNHCR India and The Maldives
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The best first step towards addressing a malaise is to recognise that it exists. The Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare’s recently published National Suicide Prevention Strategy fits right
there. It has been a long time coming, but the Strategy, finally in the public realm, calls attention
to the massive burden of suicides in the country, and initiates steps to achieve a reduction in
suicide mortality by 10% by 2030. At the same time, it has measured the paces forward with a
time-bound action plan that takes into account the grim realities of a varying ground situation in
India. The problem is indeed dire, and without targeted intervention programmes, and stigma
reduction strategies, a public health crisis of gargantuan proportions is imminent. Globally,
suicide is the second leading cause of death among 15-29-year-olds and also the second
leading cause of death for females aged 15-19 years, as per WHO estimates. In India, more
than one lakh lives are lost every year to suicide. In the past three years, the suicide rate has
increased from 10.2 to 11.3 per 1,00,000 population. As per National Crime Records Bureau
statistics, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal and Karnataka have the
highest percentage share of suicides (2018-2020), ranging between 8% to 11%. The most
common reasons include family problems and illnesses, while other causes include marital
conflicts, love affairs, bankruptcy, substance abuse and dependence. Further, in approximately
10% of cases, the cause for suicide remains unknown. Importantly, the document notes that
contrary to belief, the majority of suicides are preventable.

The Strategy is etched with evidence-based practices to reduce the number of suicides, inspired
by WHO’s strategy for the South East Asian region, and strings together multiple sectoral
collaborations to provide a cohesive strategy and achieve the intended reduction in the number
of suicides. In addition to committing to establishing effective surveillance mechanisms within
the next three years, and psychiatric outpatient departments in all districts over five years, the
Strategy also intends to write in mental health in the curriculum in educational institutions within
the next eight years. Addressing issues relevant to India, including access to pesticides, and
alcoholism, has set the Strategy on the path towards achievement of the goals. It is, however,
incumbent on the Government to stay the course until the targets are achieved. Of course, in a
federal country, any success is possible only if States are enthusiastic participants in the roll out.

Those in distress could seek help and counselling by calling helplines from this link.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/health-ministry-rolls-out-countrys-first-suicide-prevention-policy/article66166012.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/daily-wage-earners-self-employed-unemployed-top-categories-dying-by-suicide-in-2021/article65829441.ece
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/suicide
https://ncrb.gov.in/en/accidental-deaths-suicides-india-adsi
https://ncrb.gov.in/en/accidental-deaths-suicides-india-adsi
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/suicide-prevention-helplines/article25612310.ece
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In India, five bacteria were found to be the deadliest, causing 6,78,846 (nearly 6.8 lakh) deaths
in 2019 alone. Image for Representation. | Photo Credit: Getty Images

Five bacteria types -- E. coli, S. pneumoniae, K. pneumoniae, S. aureus and A. baumanii --
caused nearly 6.8 lakh deaths in India in 2019, according to a study published in The Lancet
journal.

The analysis found that common bacterial infections were the second-leading cause of death in
2019, and were linked to one in eight deaths globally.

There were 7.7 million (77 lakh) deaths in 2019 associated with 33 common bacterial infections,
with five bacteria alone connected to more than half of all deaths, the researchers said.

The deadliest bacterial pathogens and types of infection varied by location and age, they said.

In India, five bacteria -- E. coli, S. pneumoniae, K. pneumoniae, S. aureus and A. baumanii --
were found to be the deadliest, causing 6,78,846 (nearly 6.8 lakh) deaths in 2019 alone, the
researchers found.

E. Coli was the most deadly pathogen, claiming 1,57,082 (1.57 lakh) lives in India in 2019,
according to the study.

Globally, bacterial infections were second only to ischemic heart disease as the leading cause of
death in 2019, the analysis found, highlighting the need for reducing them as a global public
health priority.

Building stronger health systems with greater diagnostic laboratory capacity, implementing
control measures, and optimising antibiotic use is crucial to lessen the burden of disease caused
by common bacterial infections, the researchers said.

Also Read | Scientists identify APOE gene behind sectional vulnerability of brain to
Alzheimer’s

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/scientists-identify-apoe-gene-behind-sectional-vulnerability-of-brain-to-alzheimers/article66160020.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/scientists-identify-apoe-gene-behind-sectional-vulnerability-of-brain-to-alzheimers/article66160020.ece


Page 104

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

"These new data for the first time reveal the full extent of the global public health challenge
posed by bacterial infections," said Christopher Murray, study co-author and Director of the
Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) at the University of Washington's School of
Medicine, US.

"It is of utmost importance to put these results on the radar of global health initiatives so that a
deeper dive into these deadly pathogens can be conducted and proper investments are made to
slash the number of deaths and infections," Murray said in a statement.

While many estimates exist for pathogens such as tuberculosis, malaria, and HIV, until now,
estimates of the disease burden of bacterial pathogens were limited to a handful of specific
pathogens and types of infection, or focused only on specific populations, the researchers said.

More deaths were linked to two of the deadliest pathogens -- S. aureus and E. coli -- than
HIV/AIDS (864,000 deaths) in 2019, they said.

The new study provides the first global estimates of mortality associated with 33 common
bacterial pathogens and 11 major infection types -- known as infectious syndromes -- leading to
death from sepsis.

Estimates were produced for all ages and sexes across 204 countries and territories.

Utilising data and methods from the Global Burden of Disease 2019 and Global Research on
Antimicrobial Resistance (GRAM) studies, the researchers used 343 million individual records
and pathogen isolates to estimate deaths associated with each pathogen and the type of
infection responsible.

Also Read | US scientists find new oral drug for lowering cholesterol

Of the estimated 13.7 million infection-related deaths that occurred in 2019, 7.7 million were
associated with the 33 bacterial pathogens studied.

Deaths associated with these bacteria accounted for 13.6 per cent of all global deaths, and more
than half of all sepsis-related deaths, in 2019, according to the study.

More than 75% of the 7.7 million bacterial deaths occurred because of three syndromes: lower
respiratory infections (LRI), bloodstream infections (BSI), and peritoneal and intra-abdominal
infections (IAA), the researchers found.

Five pathogens – S. aureus, E. coli, S. pneumoniae, K. pneumoniae, and P. aeruginosa – were
responsible for 54.2% of deaths among the bacteria studied, they said.

The pathogen associated with the most deaths globally was S. aureus, with 1.1 million deaths.

The study shows that sub-Saharan Africa recorded the highest mortality rate, with 230 deaths
per 100,000 population.

By comparison, the high-income super-region – which includes countries in Western Europe,
North America, and Australasia – recorded the lowest mortality rate, with 52 deaths per 100,000
population, it said.

The pathogens associated with the most deaths differed by age. With 940,000 (9.4 lakh) deaths,
S. aureus was associated with the most deaths in adults aged over 15 years, the researchers

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/us-scientists-find-new-oral-drug-for-lowering-cholesterol/article66153307.ece
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said.

The most deaths in children aged 5 to 14 years were associated with Salmonella enterica
serovar Typhi, with 49,000 deaths, they added. PTI SAR SAR
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In Attapady, Palakkad, Kerala | Photo Credit: K.K. MUSTAFAH

The Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2022 has brought more unwelcome news for India, as far as its
global ranking on a vital indicator of human development is concerned. India ranked 107 out of
121 countries. The Government of India attempted to discredit the index immediately in its
attempt to deny the findings of the report, even going so far as to term it a conspiracy against
India.

The GHI is an important indicator of nutrition, particularly among children, as it looks at stunting,
wasting and mortality among children, and at calorific deficiency across the population. And this
is by no means an international conspiracy — India’s National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5)
from 2019-21 reported that in children below the age of five years, 35.5% were stunted, 19.3%
showed wasting, and 32.1% were underweight.

Experts have suggested several approaches to address the problem of chronic malnutrition,
many of which feature in the centrally-sponsored schemes that already exist. However, gaps
remain in how they are funded and implemented, in what one might call the plumbing of these
schemes.

For instance, the Government of India implements the Saksham Anganwadi and Prime
Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition (POSHAN) 2.0 scheme (which now includes
the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme), which seeks to work with
adolescent girls, pregnant women, nursing mothers and children below three. However, the
budget for this scheme for FY2022-23 was 20,263 crore, which is less than 1% more than the
actual spend in FY2020-21 — an increase of less than 1% over two years.

The other flagship scheme of the Government of India is the PM POSHAN, or Pradhan Mantri
Poshan Shakti Nirman, known previously as the Mid-Day Meal scheme (National Programme of
Mid-Day Meal in Schools). The budget for FY2022-23 at 10,233.75 crore was 21% lower than
the expenditure in FY2020-21. Even if we accept that 2020-21 was an exceptional year (due to
the COVID-19 pandemic), it is clear that the budgets being allocated are nowhere near the scale
of the funds that are required to improve nutrition in the country.

An Accountability Initiative budget brief reports that per capita costs of the Supplementary
Nutrition Programme (one of the largest components of this scheme) has not increased since
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2017 and remains grossly underfunded, catering to only 41% of the funds required. The budget
brief also mentions that over 50% Child Development Project Officer (CDPO) posts were vacant
in Jharkhand, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan, pointing to severe manpower constraints in
successfully implementing the scheme of such importance. And while PM POSHAN (or MDM) is
widely recognised as a revolutionary scheme that improved access to education for children
nationwide, it is often embroiled in controversies around what should be included in the mid-day
meals that are provided at schools. Social audits that are meant to allow for community
oversight of the quality of services provided in schools are not carried out routinely.

To summarise, not only are key nutrition schemes underfunded, but it is also the case that the
funds available are not being spent effectively. Fixing these schemes is the obvious answer to
addressing India’s multi-dimensional nutrition challenge.

Cash transfers seem to be a favoured solution for several social sector interventions in India
today, and this includes the health and nutrition sectors. Much is made of the JAM trinity (Jan
Dhan bank accounts, Aadhaar, Mobile). Equally appealing is the characteristic of cash transfers
as a mechanism that yields rich political dividends. Riding on the digital infrastructure available
in India, it is said that targeting the right beneficiaries (i.e., pregnant women and families with
children under the age of five) is possible. Cash also has the advantage of expanding choice at
the household level, as they make decisions on what to put on their plates.

But evidence of the impact of cash transfer on child nutrition in India is limited so far. Evidence
from elsewhere too suggests primarily that while cash transfers improve household food
security, they do not necessarily translate into improved child nutrition outcomes.

The effect of cash transfers is also limited in a context where food prices are volatile and
inflation depletes the value of cash. Equally, there are social factors such as ‘son preference’,
which sadly continues to be prevalent in India and can influence household-level decisions when
responding to the nutrition needs of sons and daughters. This calls for a comprehensive social
education programme — cash alone cannot solve this. Further, a study of the Mamata scheme
in Odisha that targeted pregnant and lactating women, showed that there were persistent socio-
economic discrepancies in the receipt of cash transfers, especially in comparison to entitlements
received through the Public Distribution System (PDS). Thus, cash may be part of the solution,
but on its own, it is no panacea.

Malnutrition has been India’s scourge for several years now. Political battles over malnutrition
are not going to help; nor is continuing to think in silos. It is clear that malnutrition persists due to
depressed economic conditions in large parts of the country, the poor state of agriculture in
India, persistent levels of unsafe sanitation practices, etc.

Cash transfers have a role to play here, especially in regions experiencing acute distress, where
household purchasing power is very depressed. Cash transfers can also be used to incentivise
behavioural change in terms of seeking greater institutional support. Food rations through PDS
and special supplements for the target group of pregnant and lactating mothers, and infants and
young children, are essential.

Persistently under-funded and poorly implemented public programmes (such as the erstwhile
ICDS and MDM schemes) must take a large share of the blame for India’s malnutrition problem.
But getting these schemes right requires greater involvement of local government and local
community groups in the design and delivery of tailored nutrition interventions. A comprehensive
programme targeting adolescent girls is required if the inter-generational nature of malnutrition is
to be tackled.
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Global Hunger Index | Only 3.9% children malnourished, says government

The need of the hour is to make addressing child malnutrition the top priority of the government
machinery, and all year around. A month-long POSHAN Utsav may be good optics, but is no
substitute for painstaking everyday work.

Suvojit Chattopadhyay works on governance and public sector reform projects in South Asia and
sub-Saharan Africa
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‘The CIC was a functioning institution until four years ago’ | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto

The most vital mandate of the Central Information Commission, the apex body under India’s
transparency regime, is to decide whether certain information sought by a citizen ought to be
disclosed or not. Its primary duty is to decide the disclosure or the non-disclosure of information.
But the commission has seemingly relinquished this primary duty in cases of larger public
importance.

Citizens can file applications under the Right to Information Act with any public body and are
guaranteed a reply from the public information officer of that public body within 30 days. In case
of a no reply or dissatisfaction with the response, the citizen can file an appeal at the
departmental level and then a second and final appeal with the Information Commission. Each
State has its own State Information Commission to deal with second appeals concerning State
bodies.

At the centre, it is the Central Information Commission (CIC). Until the 2019 amendment to the
RTI Act, Information Commissioners (ICs) appointed to the CIC were equal in status to the Chief
Election Commissioner, and that of a Supreme Court judge. They had a five-year fixed term and
terms of service. After the amendments of 2019, the Centre gave itself powers to change and
decide these terms whenever it wished, thereby striking at the independence of the commission
and those who man it.

The CIC was a functioning institution until four years ago. It had passed orders seeking
transparency in many cases of public importance — from boldly pronouncing that political
parties were under the RTI Act’s ambit, and hence accountable to the public, to ordering
disclosure of the current Prime Minister’s education qualifications and the Reserve Bank of
India’s list of willful defaulters of loans. The commission acted as a strong proponent of
transparency in public life.

Now, the CIC has become more like a walking dead institution, where records will show that not
a single order for disclosure has been forthcoming in matters of public importance. The present
set of Information Commissioners have together adopted a new jurisprudence that has created
additional hurdles in a citizen’s quest for accountability.
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Cases at the CIC come up for a hearing roughly after a two year wait. If the matter is not already
infructuous or lost its significance, one can look forward to the commission deciding one’s case.
But in matters of public importance, such as cases seeking disclosure of files related to the
national lockdown during COVID-19, or the case seeking disclosure of data pertaining to phone
tapping orders passed by the Home Ministry, the Commission has adopted a new way of
delegating its mandate — to decide cases — to the Ministry before it (the very same party that
stands accused of prohibiting transparency). In most cases, the Ministries reiterate their earlier
stand of non-disclosure, most often under vague grounds of national interest.

More worryingly, after these public authorities pass fresh orders, which are usually a reiteration
of their earlier stand against disclosure, the CIC refuses to accept any further challenge to such
orders, therefore, refusing to do its duty of deciding the cases. One of the cardinal rules of
natural justice is that no one should be a judge in their own cause. However, the commission
now allows, or rather wants, the very Ministry that stands accused of violating the RTI Act to act
as the judge in their own cause and decide whether a disclosure is necessary.

A similar situation arose when the CIC refused to hear the Internet Freedom Foundation’s
challenge to the fresh non-disclosure order passed by the Home Ministry in the phone tapping
case. The organisation had the resources to challenge this before the Delhi High Court and
enforce their right to a fair hearing before the Commission. But many do not, in a country where
a small percentage of the populace has the access and the resources to justice redress. And it
is not as though the Information Commissioners were not made aware of this problem with their
orders. They were. Hence, the need to strongly protest such conduct on their part which
continues.

More recent examples from CIC cases do not instill confidence about where India’s information
regime is headed. In a case seeking disclosure of documents relating to the making of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019, the commission has resorted to keeping
the matter pending for final order for more than three months now, something which is unheard
of. Unlike court cases, RTI matters do not involve complex legal arguments and are fairly simple
to adjudicate. In another case related to disclosure of non-performing assets and top defaulters
of a co-operative bank, the matter was listed out-of-turn to issue a “stay” order against the
Bank’s First Appellate Authority’s order for disclosure. A stay order is unheard of and there is no
provision in the RTI Act for the same.

One cannot help but ask whether actions or inactions such as these are meant to deliberately
frustrate citizens who dare to seek answers from the powers that be, and reduce the efficiency
of the RTI Act. The effects are already being felt. It is getting more difficult, if not impossible, to
extract any information of importance under the present dispensation. Bureaucrats reject RTIs
with glee with no fear of facing penal provisions outlined in Section 20 of the RTI Act, knowing
fully well that they have a free hand under the Information Commissioners.

To even think of the possibility of the very institution mandated to guard India’s transparency
regime to be responsible for its downfall should set alarm bells ringing as far as civil society and
citizens who care and dare to question are concerned. Dark clouds surround India’s
transparency regime. Citizens have to mount intense pressure on authorities to act and appoint
commissioners of integrity. Lawyers have to help willing citizens take matters to court and seek
justice. If there is a failure to do so, India will lose its cherished right to know.

Saurav Das is an independent investigative journalist and a transparency activist
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MICROBIAL RESISTANCE (AMR) AT THIRD GLOBAL
HIGH-LEVEL MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON
ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE
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“Government of India has identified Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR) as a key priority in its
National Health Policy, 2017. We have taken series of initiatives which strive to build systems to
counter AMR holistically". This was stated by Union Minister of State for Health & Family
Welfare Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar in India’s national statement on combating Anti-Microbial
Resistance at the Third Global High-Level Ministerial Conference on Antimicrobial Resistance at
Muscat, Oman.

Speaking on the occasion, MoS Health elucidated that India’s example of prioritizing the
development and implementation of State Action Plans for Containment of Antimicrobial
Resistance to ensure effective containment of AMR across sectors at this cutting-edge level, is a
best practice that can be further discussed and emulated by other countries. 

Dr. Pawar elaborated that India’s National Action Plan for containment of AMR (NAP-AMR) was
officially released on 19th April 2017. The Delhi Declaration on AMR, which is an inter-
ministerial consensus, was signed at the launch of NAP-AMR, by the ministers of the concerned
ministries pledging their whole-hearted support in AMR containment.

MoS Health emphasized that “The National Action Plan for containment of AMR focuses on an
integrated One Health approach and involves coordination among various sectors at the state,
national and international level”.

Furthermore, MoS Health said National Action Plan for containment of AMR serves to leverage
the strengths of various institutions such as National Center for Disease Control, Indian Council
Medical Research to coordinate AMR surveillance lab networks, monitor antimicrobial
consumption in health facilities, strengthen infection prevention and control, and promote
antimicrobial stewardship to optimize use of antimicrobials. Food safety is monitored by The
Food Safety Standards Authority of India. Similarly, Indian Network for Fisheries and Animal
Antimicrobial Resistance monitor AMR in the animal sector.

The Minister concluded her speech urging all governments and partners to collaborate at the
international, national and sub-national levels to tackle the development challenge posed by
AMR as one family in consonance with the motto of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ‘One Earth, One
Family, One Future’ of India’s upcoming G20 presidency.

***

MV

HFW/ MoS at Third Global High-Level Ministerial Conference on Antimicrobial Resistance
/25Nov2022/1
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“Government of India has identified Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR) as a key priority in its
National Health Policy, 2017. We have taken series of initiatives which strive to build systems to
counter AMR holistically". This was stated by Union Minister of State for Health & Family
Welfare Dr. Bharti Pravin Pawar in India’s national statement on combating Anti-Microbial
Resistance at the Third Global High-Level Ministerial Conference on Antimicrobial Resistance at
Muscat, Oman.

Speaking on the occasion, MoS Health elucidated that India’s example of prioritizing the
development and implementation of State Action Plans for Containment of Antimicrobial
Resistance to ensure effective containment of AMR across sectors at this cutting-edge level, is a
best practice that can be further discussed and emulated by other countries. 

Dr. Pawar elaborated that India’s National Action Plan for containment of AMR (NAP-AMR) was
officially released on 19th April 2017. The Delhi Declaration on AMR, which is an inter-
ministerial consensus, was signed at the launch of NAP-AMR, by the ministers of the concerned
ministries pledging their whole-hearted support in AMR containment.

MoS Health emphasized that “The National Action Plan for containment of AMR focuses on an
integrated One Health approach and involves coordination among various sectors at the state,
national and international level”.

Furthermore, MoS Health said National Action Plan for containment of AMR serves to leverage
the strengths of various institutions such as National Center for Disease Control, Indian Council
Medical Research to coordinate AMR surveillance lab networks, monitor antimicrobial
consumption in health facilities, strengthen infection prevention and control, and promote
antimicrobial stewardship to optimize use of antimicrobials. Food safety is monitored by The
Food Safety Standards Authority of India. Similarly, Indian Network for Fisheries and Animal
Antimicrobial Resistance monitor AMR in the animal sector.

The Minister concluded her speech urging all governments and partners to collaborate at the
international, national and sub-national levels to tackle the development challenge posed by
AMR as one family in consonance with the motto of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ‘One Earth, One
Family, One Future’ of India’s upcoming G20 presidency.

***

MV

HFW/ MoS at Third Global High-Level Ministerial Conference on Antimicrobial Resistance
/25Nov2022/1
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FIFA World Cup 2022: The Cameroon vs Serbia match will be between two teams that have lost
their first matches and have not had much success in world cups.

On November 28, Cameroon and Serbia will have their second match in Group G. Both
Cameroon and Serbia lost their first match, thus they meet for a pivotal game this time.

Since 2002, Cameroon has yet to succeed in winning a world cup game. They will tie Mexico's
record of nine matches between 1930 and 1958 for the longest losing streak in tournament
history if they lose to Serbia. This is one record they will definitely not want to create. Serbia
were on a six-match unbeaten run, claiming an impressive five wins and one draw before losing
their opening match against Brazil.

The Indomitable Lions have lost eight straight world cup games after their opening-day defeat,
so they now aim to avoid tying Mexico. They have lost three games and earned two draws in
their last five games, failing to taste victory each time. Cameroon have struggled recently
because of their weak attack, where they have only scored twice in their last five games. They
have had trouble finding their form after placing third in the Africa Cup of Nations 2022.

Against Brazil, Serbia played in a rather passive manner. Stevan Stojanovic, the sporting
director, was displeased with Serbia's lack of motivation following their loss to Brazil. “It’s okay to
respect Brazil, you should, but it’s not good to underestimate yourself," he said. Serbia have
now lost eight of their 10 world cup games overall, the worst losses of any European country.
They exited from the group stage in their three prior world cup finals since 2006. They will have
a chance to make a comeback against Cameroon.

It will be the first time Cameroon and Serbia face off in a competitive match; their only prior
meeting took place in an international friendly in June 2010. Serbia defeated the African country
4-3 in a high-scoring game.

Cameroon want Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting to score to keep their head above water. Coach
Dragan Stojkovic, on the other hand, would love Aleksandar Mitrovic to shine in this match.

The Cameroon vs Serbia match will be played on November 28 at 3:30 PM (Indian time) in the
Al Janoub Stadium, Al-Wakrah.

The Cameroon vs Serbia match will be broadcast live on the Sports18 and Sports18 HD TV
channels in India and Jio Cinema's app and website will both offer free live streaming of the
event.

Serbia will dominate the match and win 3-1, which will keep their FIFA 2022 dreams alive.

Download the Mint app and read premium stories

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

You are just one step away from creating your watchlist!

Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
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bookmark this image.

Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp
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According to WHO data from 2018 close to 8,00,000 people die by suicide every year around
the world. | Photo Credit: Getty Images

The story so far:

Taking it up as a public health priority, the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare last week
released the nation’s first-ever National Strategy for Suicide Prevention. It posted a copy of the
strategy online on its website. Structured closely on the lines of the World Health Organization’s
guidelines for Suicide Prevention in the South East Asian region, the National Strategy promises
to adhere to the cultural and social requirements of India, with specific recognition of its current
field-level infrastructure.

The overall vision of the document is to “create a society, where people value their lives and are
supported when they are in need”. It aims at reducing suicide mortality by 10% in the country by
2030.

Editorial | Strategy to save: On the National Suicide Prevention Strategy

It provides a framework for multiple stakeholders to implement activities for prevention of
suicides in the country. In his introductory note, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said,
“Further efforts are now required to prevent suicides as a public health priority. Suicides impact
all sections of the society and thus require concerted and collaborative efforts from individuals
and the community at large. The aim is to synthesise stakeholder efforts with the motto of
‘energise to synergise’. It is with this mindset that the country’s first National Suicide Prevention
Strategy has been developed.”

The national strategy includes an action framework for key stakeholders, providing a path
forward for preventing suicides. This will provide guidance to every stakeholder for setting
targets, implementing, monitoring and taking corrective actions, to attain the aim of the strategy.

According to the WHO data from 2018, globally, close to 8,00,000 people die by suicide every
year. Of these, nearly one third of all suicides occur among young people. Suicide is the second
leading cause of death among 15-29-year-olds and the second leading cause of death for
females aged 15-19 years.

In India, suicide has become the number one cause of death among those aged 15-29 years,

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/health-ministry-rolls-out-countrys-first-suicide-prevention-policy/article66166012.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/strategy-to-save-the-hindu-editorial-on-the-national-suicide-prevention-strategy/article66170170.ece
https://www.who.int/health-topics/suicide#tab=tab_1
https://www.who.int/health-topics/suicide#tab=tab_1
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exceeding deaths due to road traffic accidents and maternal mortality. India’s contribution to
global suicides increased from 25.3% in 1990 to 36.6% in 2016 among women, and from 18.7%
to 24.3% among men. More than one lakh lives are lost every year to suicide in India. In the past
three years, the suicide rate has increased from 10.2 to 11.3 per 1,00,000 population.

This strategy also incorporates a special focus on preventing suicides during disease outbreaks,
such as the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic, it argues, has brought unprecedented times
with various disruptions. These disruptions and uncertainties have an impact on people’s mental
health, requiring specific interventions.

“Suicide must be considered as a public health emergency, given the number of people dying
from suicides every year. The most important thing is that the government has acknowledged
that suicide is a problem. Finally, we have a plan, a well-laid out one at that, to handle the
situation and take action, not only to prevent further suicides, but also encourage people to seek
help,” says Lakshmi Vijayakumar, founder, Sneha, a suicide prevention helpline. The document
also acknowledges her inputs in providing the first draft of the strategy which was then
discussed and enriched with inputs from multiple agencies and experts.

The document, which was in the works for a long time, also records that the most common
reasons for suicide include family problems and illnesses which account for 34% and 18% of all
suicide-related deaths in India respectively. Other common reasons include marital conflicts,
love affairs, bankruptcy or indebtedness, substance use and dependence. It is also to be noted
that in approximately 10% of the suicides, the cause is not documented.  

The strategy has constructed a framework for multiple stakeholders to implement activities for
prevention of suicides in the country. It is very significant, Dr. Lakshmi explains, that the
government did not merely include a suicide prevention component in the pre-existing Mental
Health Act, but has outlined a specific set of strategies involving multiple sectors. In addition to
the Centre, the State and regional governance institutions and the voluntary sector too have a
role to play. “This sort of cascading effect will be key in ensuring that the rollout of the strategy is
effective,” she added.

Among the Ministries that are to be involved in implementing the strategy are Agriculture, Home
Affairs, Information and Broadcasting, Social Justice and Empowerment, Education, Labour,
Women and Child Development, Information Technology, Youth Affairs and Sports. The
National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS) will also play an anchoring
role, offering support to the implementation. UN agencies, educational institutions, researchers
and academia, volunteers and counsellors will be the spokes of this model.

A time-bound action plan has also been laid out by the government. It has offered commitments
to establish effective surveillance mechanisms for suicide prevention in the next three years,
establish psychiatric OPD that provide suicide prevention services, through the district mental
health plan in all the districts within the next five years, and to integrate mental well-being
curriculum in all educational institutes within the next eight years. There is also a huge
component for stigma reduction, as stigma is seen as a hurdle in the process of seeking
counselling and treatment options.

Dr. Lakshmi says, in addition to the question of stigma, the strategy is sensitive to India-specific
issues, including reducing easy access to means of suicide, for instance, pesticides. It also vows
to leverage the media in order to spread awareness and de-stigmatise mental health, and
promote responsible media reporting of suicide. Strengthening data collection on suicide and
attempts to suicide will also be a key part of the strategy. Neither the last nor the least of these
initiatives is the effort to develop community resilience and societal support for suicide

https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
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prevention and reduce suicide behaviour. 

Experts point out that the priority areas would be to reinforce leadership, establish partnerships
and institutional capacity, enhance health services to provide suicide prevention, strengthen
surveillance and ensure that provisions are made for evidence generation.

Also read | A strict no to sensationalising, repetition of suicide stories, say psychiatrists

Strong political will to put out a strategy to prevent suicides must be matched with actual,
determined ground-level implementation. Co-opting the various State governments in this
massive venture will be essential to ensure success in lowering the suicide rate in the country.

Those in distress could seek help and counselling by calling helplines from this link.
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Two-dose vaccination coverage is most critical to interrupt measles transmission.  File | Photo
Credit: AFP

One of the biggest fallouts of the pandemic globally has been the low routine immunisation
coverage of children. As per WHO data of November 23, 2022, nearly 40 million children
globally had missed a measles vaccine dose last year. As a result, there were an estimated nine
million measles cases and 1,28,000 deaths in 2021.

The ongoing measles outbreak in Mumbai is a reflection of the lower immunisation coverage
due to disruption in vaccination services and hesitancy by parents to get their children
vaccinated. As of November 24, there have been 233 measles infections and 13 deaths in
Mumbai. As per recent data, 538 confirmed measles cases have been reported in Maharashtra
this year, as of October. There have also been increased number of measles cases in Bihar,
Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand, and Kerala. 

“It is clear that in all such geographies, the effected children are unvaccinated and the average
coverage of MRCV [Measles and Rubella containing vaccine] among the eligible beneficiaries is
also significantly below the national average,” Health Ministry said in a letter dated November
23. Evidence from elsewhere suggests that unvaccinated children have nearly 70% higher
mortality risk compared with vaccinated children.

Ironically, even in 2021 when the COVID-19 pandemic was at the peak in India, measles
vaccination coverage in Mumbai was 78%, while in 2022 (till October) when the pandemic has
largely been on low burn after the third wave, measles vaccination coverage in the city has been
just 41.9%, as per Maharashtra health officials. 

On why increased number of measles cases have been reported only from six States when
measles vaccination coverage has been low across India, epidemiologist Dr. Giridhara Babu
from the Public Health Foundation of India, Bengaluru says in an email: “There is a detection
and reporting bias. As per latest report, the measles incidence rate has increased from 3.37 per
one million total population (October 2020-September 2021) to 8.86 per one million total
population (October 2021-September 2022). The burden has increased in most States. We need
to be careful that outbreaks are not missed in areas with poor reporting.”

http://www.who.int/news/item/23-11-2022-nearly-40-million-children-are-dangerously-susceptible-to-growing-measles-threat/


Page 120

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Explaining the large outbreak in Mumbai and increase in measles cases in some States, Dr.
Babu says, “Two-dose vaccination coverage is most critical to interrupt measles transmission.
Even if 80 of 100 children are vaccinated with one dose, only 68 children are immunised (85%
seroconversion), leaving out 22 of 100 children susceptible to infection. If this continues for two
years, the susceptible pool expands. Hence, it is very important to sustain a high level of
coverage through a universal immunisation programme and follow up with supplementary
immunisation activities to prevent outbreaks.”

Maharashtra is currently undertaking mop-up vaccination of all children with MRCV in parts of
Mumbai that has reported the recent outbreak of measles. Though the first dose of measles
vaccine is given at 9-12 months as part of routine immunisation programme, as part of the
current strategy, one dose of MRCV will be administered to all children aged nine months to five
years in areas that are showing a recent increase in the number of measles cases. This dose
will be in addition to the primary vaccination schedule for the first and the second dose. 

“In outbreak settings, children younger than nine months (the recommended age for measles
vaccines) are at increased risk of measles. Therefore, infants of six months and older are also
recommended for measles vaccination,” Dr. Chandrakant Lahariya, physician and infectious
diseases specialist who was involved in India’s biggest documented measles outbreak
investigation at Shivpuri in Madhya Pradesh in 2004, says in an email to  The Hindu.

The level of protection offered by measles vaccination is dependent upon the age of
administration. As per scientific evidence, in the case of measles, the persisting maternal
antibodies affect the response to vaccination or immune conversion in infants.

“Before nine months, especially before six months, maternal antibodies interfere with immune
response to measles vaccine. Therefore, the avidity and affinity of antibodies generated by
vaccination before nine months remain low. It is in this backdrop that nine months of age is
considered optimal for measles vaccination in infants,” Dr. Lahariya says about the rationale for
administering the vaccine at nine months as part of the routine immunisation programme. 

The efficacy of measles vaccination is estimated around 85% when the first dose is
administered at nine months. It rises to around 95% when the second dose is administered, Dr.
Lahariya says.

While even one dose provides sufficient protection and two doses provides full protection, a
couple of vaccinated children in Mumbai and Mallapuram district in Kerala have still been
infected. This could possibly be due to the failure to sero-convert following vaccination. “Levels
of antibodies induced by measles vaccination decrease over time. Two doses of the vaccine are
thus recommended to ensure immunity and prevent outbreaks, as about 15% of vaccinated
children fail to develop immunity from the first dose,” says Dr. Babu.

Population susceptibility to measles depends on the uptake of two doses, vaccine effectiveness,
immunity from prior infection, and protection by maternal antibodies in infants. Even if 80 of 100
children are vaccinated with one dose, only 68 children are immunised (85% seroconversion),
leaving 22 of 100 children susceptible to infection. If this continues for two years, the susceptible
pool expands. Hence, it is very important to sustain a high level of coverage through a universal
immunisation programme and follow-up with supplementary immunisation to prevent outbreaks,
says Dr. Babu.

Measles is an extremely contagious virus, and an infected children can spread the virus to 9-10
suspectable children. “A person with measles can spread the virus to others for about eight
days, starting four days before the rash appears and ending when the rash has been present for
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four days,” says Dr. Babu. “Unless other children have rash, it is difficult to isolate ahead of
prodromal phase, and direct contact with infectious droplets or by airborne spread would have
already occurred in closed settings.”

“The R-effective is the outcome of crowding and vaccination coverage. R-effective of two-three
[ability to spread to two-three children] is usually reported in outbreak settings,” Dr. Lahariya
says.
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EGRAMSWARAJ AND AUDIT ONLINE OF MINISTRY OF
PANCHAYATI RAJ WINS GOLD AWARD UNDER THE
NATIONAL AWARDS FOR E-GOVERNANCE
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e-Panchayat Mission Mode Project (eGramSwaraj and AuditOnline) of Ministry of Panchayati
Raj has won the GOLD AWARD under the category "Excellence in Government Process Re-
engineering for Digital Transformation" of the National Awards for e-Governance. 

The award is a recognition of the excellent and exemplary work done by Team eGovernance
and supported by Team NIC-MoPR. 

The prestigious National Award was handed over to Shri Alok Prem Nagar, Joint Secretary,
MoPR by Union MoS, Dr. Jitendra Singh during the 25th National Conference on e-Governance
at Jammu today.

Various stakeholders, especially Panchayati Raj Institutions which adopted e-Panchayat
applications very fast, have helped in making the e-Panchayat Mission Mode Project successful
by strengthening the Panchayati Raj System and making it effective, transparent and efficient. 

****

SNC/NR/PK/MC

e-Panchayat Mission Mode Project (eGramSwaraj and AuditOnline) of Ministry of Panchayati
Raj has won the GOLD AWARD under the category "Excellence in Government Process Re-
engineering for Digital Transformation" of the National Awards for e-Governance. 
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The award is a recognition of the excellent and exemplary work done by Team eGovernance
and supported by Team NIC-MoPR. 

The prestigious National Award was handed over to Shri Alok Prem Nagar, Joint Secretary,
MoPR by Union MoS, Dr. Jitendra Singh during the 25th National Conference on e-Governance
at Jammu today.

Various stakeholders, especially Panchayati Raj Institutions which adopted e-Panchayat
applications very fast, have helped in making the e-Panchayat Mission Mode Project successful
by strengthening the Panchayati Raj System and making it effective, transparent and efficient. 

****

SNC/NR/PK/MC
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The effects of climate change are already visible to us.

Heatwaves, droughts and floods are all living examples of this global phenomenon.

But did you know that climate change is already affecting your health?

Read more here
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B12 is scarce in the diet, and it is found only in foods from animal sources. Image for
Representation. | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

For several months during the summer of 2022, my dog Scout vomited at 3 am nearly every
day. If you have a dog, you know the sound. And each time, she gobbled up her mess before I
could get to it, making a diagnosis of the cause difficult.

The vet and I eventually settled on my hydrangeas as the source of the problem – but keeping
Scout away from them didn’t work. She started to seem tired all the time – highly concerning in a
typically hyper yellow Lab puppy.

Then one day Scout vomited up a hairball – but not just any hairball. In dogs, hair normally
passes easily through the digestive system, but this hairball was wrapped around a brillo pad
that was too big to move through. Once this foreign object was removed, the overnight vomiting
ended. Scout still needed treatment, though, for a different and surprising reason: The object
had inhibited a step in her body’s absorption of vitamin B12. B12 is an essential nutrient involved
in the proper functioning of blood cells, nerves and many other critical processes in the body.

I’m a registered dietitian, and I teach nutrition and food science to college students, but still I
missed the B12 deficiency that was causing my puppy’s fatigue. Doctors can just as easily be
blind to it in people – even though B12 deficiency is a common health problem that affects an
estimated 6% to 20% of the U.S. population.

B12 is scarce in the diet, and it is found only in foods from animal sources. Fortunately, humans
need only 2.4 micrograms of B12 daily, which is equivalent to one ten-millionth of an ounce – a
very, very small amount. Without adequate B12 in the body, overall health and quality of life are
negatively affected.

One primary symptom of B12 deficiency is fatigue – a level of tiredness or exhaustion so deep
that it affects daily life activities.

Other symptoms are neurological and may include tingling in the extremities, confusion, memory
loss, depression, and difficulty maintaining balance. Some of these can be permanent if the
vitamin deficiency is not addressed.

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/
https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/food/
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However, since there can be so many causes for these symptoms, healthcare providers may
overlook the possibility of a B12 deficiency and fail to screen for it. Further, having a healthy diet
may seem to rule out any vitamin deficiency. Case in point: Because I knew Scout’s diet was
sound, I didn’t consider a B12 deficiency as the source of her problems.

Research is clear that people who consume plant-based diets must take B12 supplements in
amounts typically provided by standard multivitamins. However, hundreds of millions of
Americans who do consume B12 may also be at risk because of conditions that could be
hampering their body’s absorption of B12.

B12 absorption is a complex multistep process that begins in the mouth and ends at the far end
of the small intestine. When we chew, our food gets mixed with saliva. When the food is
swallowed, a substance in saliva called R-protein – a protein that protects B12 from being
destroyed by stomach acid – travels to the stomach along with the food.

Also Read | Rainbow of fruits and vegetables & what each colour does in our body

Specific cells in the stomach lining, called parietal cells, secrete two substances that are
important to B12 absorption. One is stomach acid – it splits food and B12 apart, allowing the
vitamin to bind to the saliva’s R-protein. The other substance, called the intrinsic factor, mixes
with the stomach’s contents and travels with them into the first part of the small intestine – the
duodenum. Once in the duodenum, pancreatic juices release B12 from R-protein and hand it to
the intrinsic factor. This pairing allows B12 to be absorbed into cells, where it can then help
maintain nerve cells and form healthy red blood cells.

A B12 deficiency typically involves a breakdown at one or more of these points on the way to
absorption.

Without saliva, B12 will not bind to the saliva’s R-protein, and the body’s ability to absorb it is
inhibited. And there are hundreds of different drugs that can cause dry mouth, resulting in too
little saliva production. They include opioids, inhalers, decongestants, antidepressants, blood
pressure drugs and benzodiazepines, like Xanax, used to treat anxiety.

The last three categories alone account for easily 100 million prescriptions in the U.S. each year.

Another potential contributor to B12 deficiency is low levels of stomach acid. Hundreds of
millions of Americans take anti-ulcer medications that reduce ulcer-causing stomach acids.
Researchers have firmly linked the use of these drugs to B12 deficiency – although that
possibility may not outweigh the need for the medication.

Production of stomach acid can also decrease with aging. More than 60 million people in the
U.S. are over age 60, and some 54 million are over the age of 65. This population faces a higher
risk of B12 deficiency – which may be further increased by the use of acid-reducing medications.

Production of gastric acid and intrinsic factors by the specialized parietal cells in the stomach is
critical for B12 absorption to occur. But damage to the stomach lining can prevent production of
both.

In humans, impaired stomach lining stems from gastric surgery, chronic inflammation or
pernicious anemia – a medical condition characterized by fatigue and a long list of other
symptoms.

Another common culprit of B12 deficiency is inadequate pancreas function. About one-third of

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/were-told-to-eat-a-rainbow-of-fruit-and-vegetables-heres-what-each-colour-does-in-our-body/article66182604.ece
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patients with poor pancreas function develop a B12 deficiency.

And lastly, Metformin, a drug used by around 92 million Americans to treat Type 2 diabetes, has
been associated with B12 deficiency for decades.

While some health care providers routinely measure B12 and other vitamin levels, a typical well-
check exam includes only a complete blood count and a metabolic panel, neither of which
measures B12 status. If you experience potential symptoms of a B12 deficiency and also have
one of the risk factors above, you should see a doctor to be tested. A proper lab workup and
discussion with a physician are necessary to discover or rule out whether inadequate B12 levels
could be at play.

In the case of my dog Scout, her symptoms led the vet to run two blood tests: a complete blood
count and a B12 test. These are also good starting points for humans. Scout’s symptoms went
away after a few months of taking oral B12 supplements that also contained an active form of
the B vitamin folate.

In humans, the type of treatment and length of recovery depends on the cause and severity of
the B12 deficiency. Full recovery can take up to a year but is very possible with appropriate
treatment.

Treatment for B12 deficiency can be oral, applied under the tongue, or administered through the
nose, or it may require various types of injections. A B12 supplement or balanced multivitamin
may be enough to correct the deficiency, as it was for Scout, but it’s best to work with a health
care provider to ensure proper diagnosis and treatment.

By Diane Cress, Wayne State University, Detroit (The Conversation)
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‘The state is failing women’ | Photo Credit: Special arrangement: Priyadarshini Ravichandran

Just ahead of the International Day for Elimination of All Forms of Violence against Women
(November 25), the brutal murder and mutilation of a young woman by her partner has drawn
attention to intimate partner violence, also recognised under the Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act 2005 (PWDVA) as a kind of domestic violence. Many questions are
being raised. Why did she choose him? Why did she not leave? As evidence of her help-seeking
efforts surface, we should also be asking this: why were these not effective?

Domestic violence is a punishable offence under Indian law. It is a violation of human rights. Yet,
the latest round of the National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21) reveals that we live in a
society where violence against women persists to such an extent that 32% of ever-married
women aged 18-49 years have ever experienced emotional, physical, or sexual violence
committed by their husband, with more rural than urban women reporting experiences of
domestic violence. This does not even capture the prevalence of violence by other family
members too.

Over 17 years ago the PWDVA, a progressive legislation, was passed, promising a joined-up
approach — involving civil and criminal protections — to support and protect women from
violence within the household, not just from husbands. But despite the law existing on paper,
women are still largely unable to access the law in practice. Its promise and provisions are
unevenly implemented, unavailable and out of reach for most Indian women.

The most disheartening reality is that despite almost a third of women being subject to domestic
violence, the National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21) reports that only 14% of women who
have experienced domestic violence have ever sought help; and this number is much lower in
the rural areas. In a country where domestic violence is a crime, where there are multiple laws
explicitly designed to protect women against violence, why is it that most women survivors of
domestic violence never seek help?
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Our research in Maharashtra, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu aims to better understand ‘help
seeking’ and the everyday realities, obstacles, prejudices and fears that women experience
around sharing and reporting experiences of violence. Simple and well-meaning questions —
“Why didn’t you leave earlier?” “Why didn’t you tell someone about the violence earlier?” — can
have the most complicated and contradictory responses.

Women were hopeful that things would change, that they could change their husband’s
behaviour, that he would listen to them. Crucially women did not want to be a ‘burden’ on others,
in particular their families. ‘My mother has a lot of worries, she has her own life so I didn’t want
to add to her own worries, with mine.’ By naming the violence they experienced, women
believed that they would become ‘a problem’ or a source of ‘tension’ for their families, in bringing
them shame and dishonour, irrespective of the survivor’s level of education, caste, or class. For
migrant women, transpeople or those with several sisters, or ill, older or deceased parents, it
was felt even more acutely that the perpetrator’s violence was their individual responsibility to
manage.

When it comes to help seeking, we found two main groups of women — those who shared
experiences of violence within six months, and those who shared after five years or more. The
first group of women mainly turned to their parents who, in a majority of cases, insisted on their
daughter preserving the family environment which they should do by ‘adjusting’ to, or
accommodating their husband’s (and his family’s) needs better. In a minority of cases, the
daughter’s welfare was prioritised over the well-being of the ‘the family’ and steps were taken to
help mediate or exit the relationship, and much more infrequently approach the police and
lawyers.

For survivors who took longer to seek help, the actions of relatives or neighbours who witnessed
the violence were often pivotal in transforming their situations. So were key ‘turning’ or ‘tipping’
points such as a survivor’s heightened concerns for their children’s safety, the discovery of a
husband’s affair or when violence became “too much” and required medical assistance. Waiting
until such a point before seeking help was more likely for survivors who struggled to imagine
exiting a relationship due to financial insecurity and/or patriarchal norms concerning property
ownership.

So ingrained are social norms about gender inequality that NFHS-5 data reports that women are
more likely than men to justify a scenario in which it is acceptable for a husband to beat or hit his
wife. As one interviewee explained, ‘the way we are conditioned, it was hard to complain about
any suffering’. Though survivors who did (finally) confide in relatives and friends about domestic
violence described feeling a ‘sense of a relief’ and that a ‘burden had been lifted’, giving them
new ‘hope’ that things might change.

Whilst sharing experiences of violence was an incredibly powerful step for women, actually
transforming their violent domestic experiences and accessing services and support provided by
the state and non-state actors proved to be an arduous roller coaster of emotions, promises,
uncertainty, fear and disappointment. With few safe houses across India, the simple reality was
that many women have nowhere else to go, and access to legal justice through the courts was a
material possibility only for women with independent wealth and connections or those supported
by specialist non-governmental organisations.

So, for many survivors, transforming their situation depended on securing their economic self-
sufficiency by pursuing new skills and livelihood opportunities.

Women who reported experiences of violence to the police were cynical about the outcome.
Though a small minority had positive experiences, for the majority of those we interviewed, the
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police were part of the problem rather than a solution to violence. Across the States, we heard
that the police were more likely to send women back to violent households to reconcile with the
perpetrator or use violence against perpetrators as a deterrent instead of filing an official
complaint or connecting women to protection officers and other service providers, as the
PWDVA outlines they should. Several States are yet to implement Protection officers. And
where they are in post, they are under resourced, under-skilled and overworked, making their
remit impossible.

While sharing experiences of violence was a powerful step for women, accessing services and
support often resulted in uncertainty, fear and disappointment.

Women know all too well that the state serves patriarchal and heteronormative interests first.
The state is failing women. Even whilst its legislature recognises that domestic violence is a
crime, and civil remedies exist through protection orders, managing the fallout of domestic
violence is still being subcontracted to survivors and the family. That is the biggest crime being
committed against women today.

Philippa Williams, Swarna Rajagopalan, Girija Godbole and Ruchira Goswami are members of
the Surviving Violence research project. Visit: www.survivingviolence.org
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File photo of members of the All-India Muslim Personal Law Board after a meeting in Lucknow. |
Photo Credit: RAJEEV BHATT

A formidable section of Muslim clerics is once again leading the community to the cliff with their
loud and lopsided pronouncements on Khula, a Muslim woman’s inalienable right to divorce. In a
step that reeks of patriarchy, the ulema feel a Muslim woman, once she enters into a nikah with
a man, has no way to dissolve the contract unless the man divorces her or agrees to her
proposal for Khula. The third way is faskh or judicial divorce. Even if the man inflicts violence,
tortures her for dowry, and stops her from meeting her parents or fulfilling her professional
dreams, she cannot end the marriage unless he consents to Khula.

The ulema’s interpretation of women’s right is questionable, even provocative, just as it was with
instant triple talaq, before the Supreme Court stepped in to restore paramountcy of the Quran
over the perceived decision of Caliph Umar. In the talaq case too, the maulanas had insisted on
the right of men to end a marriage with the pronouncement of triple talaq at one go. That dozens
of Muslim countries did not approve of this method of divorce did not matter to many Indian
clerics. And that the Quran, which talks of divorce options and procedure through select verses
of Surah Al-Baqarah and Surah At-Talaq, does not mention instant triple talaq anywhere was
cast aside as a matter of interpretation. It was left to the court to invalidate instant triple talaq in
2017. The judges quoted verses from the Quran and works of Islamic scholars to buttress their
point. The ulema squirmed, but fell in line.

The judiciary may have to draw the ulema’s attention to the Quran and Hadith all over again as
the wise scholars seek to resume their hold over religion with their take on Khula. Virtually
turning Islam into a monopoly of men, where every action, right and privilege of women is
dissected and scrutinised by the ulema, the All-India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)
recently opposed the Kerala High Court’s verdict on Khula. On a review petition, the court said,
“In the absence of any mechanism... to recognise the termination of marriage at the instance of
the wife when the husband refuses to give consent, the court can simply hold that Khula can be
invoked without the conjunction of the husband... This is a typical review portraying that Muslim
women are subordinate to the will of their male counterparts... [it] appears to have been
fashioned... by clergies and the hegemonic masculinity of the Muslim community who are unable
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to digest the declaration of the right of Muslim women to resort to... Khula, unilaterally.” This
verdict was reminiscent of an essay, ‘Extra-Judicial Khul Divorce in India’s Muslim Personal
Law’, in which Sylvia Vatuk wrote, “The 1917 Ottoman Law of Family Rights was the first to
enable women, under certain circumstances, to obtain divorce in a court of law. Since then,
most countries that apply a version of Hanafi law... have loosened, modified, or struck down
those provisions that require a wife to obtain her husband’s permission to divorce him. India did
this in 1939 with the passage of Dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act which allows a Muslim
woman to divorce an unwilling or unavailable husband in a court of law.”

To the AIMPLB, the Kerala High Court judgment amounted to the court exceeding its brief of
merely being an interpreter of the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937. The
man, the AIMPLB reiterated, reserves the right to accept or reject a Khula proposal mooted by
his wife. In other words, a woman cannot leave an unhappy or abusive marriage unless the man
lets her go.

This reasoning is removed from the ground reality in India. Here, most Khula cases are moved
when the woman has either been asked to leave her matrimonial home or moves in with her
natal family to avoid the harassment that comes with living with an estranged spouse. In both
cases, the man has little incentive to give his consent to Khula as he can simply marry another
woman. If denied release through Khula, such women could simply be abandoned.

It is precisely to put an end to unhappy or violent marriages that the Quran outlines a clear
divorce procedure, whether initiated by a man or a woman. Through Verse 229 of Surah Al-
Baqarah, the Quran gives woman the right to end a marriage if she gives something in lieu of
her freedom. In other words, she has to surrender her mehr for divorce through Khula. In Islamic
history, there is a well-documented case of a woman, Jameela, seeking the Prophet’s advice to
end her nikah with Sabit Bin Quais merely because she didn’t like his looks. The Prophet asked
her to give the man something in return. She surrendered her garden upon which the Prophet
asked the man to give his consent. The Prophet did not seek the man’s permission or give him
the option of saying no. Importantly, while in a case of talaq, the spouses are instructed to live
together after the first and second pronouncements so that there is a chance of reconciliation,
the woman has to leave her husband’s house immediately in the case of Khula. This is done to
avoid any assault by the man who is no longer her spouse.

Apart from the AIMPLB, scholars of Imarat Shariah too reiterate the idea of a man’s veto over
Khula. It is this insistence on male superiority that has driven many woman members of the
AIMPLB away from its portals, and left other women of the community in the lurch. The holy
book and the Hadiths might offer evidence to the contrary, but the ulema are in no hurry to let
women exercise their rights in matrimony and divorce. Khula has tied the Muslim clerics in
knots.
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File image. | Photo Credit: Reuters

The World Health Organization has renamed monkeypox as mpox, citing concerns the original
name of the decades-old animal disease could be construed as discriminatory and racist.

The U.N. health agency said in a statement Monday that mpox was its new preferred name for
monkeypox, saying that both monkeypox and mpox would be used for the next year while the
old name is phased out.

WHO said it was concerned by the “racist and stigmatizing language” that arose after
monkeypox spread to more than 100 countries. It said numerous individuals and countries
asked the organization “to propose a way forward to change the name.”

In August, WHO began consulting experts about renaming the disease, shortly after the U.N.
agency declared monkeypox's spread to be a global emergency.

To date, there have been more than 80,000 cases identified in dozens of countries that had not
previously reported the smallpox-related disease. Until May, monkeypox, a disease that is
thought to originate in animals, was not known to trigger large outbreaks beyond central and
west Africa.

Outside of Africa, nearly all cases have been in gay, bisexual or other men who have sex with
men. Scientists believe monkeypox triggered outbreaks in Western countries after spreading via
sex at two raves in Belgium and Spain. Vaccination efforts in rich countries, along with targeted
control interventions, have mostly brought the disease under control after it peaked in the
summer.

In Africa, the disease mainly affects people in contact with infected animals such as rodents and
squirrels. The majority of monkeypox-related deaths have been in Africa, where there have been
almost no vaccines available.
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U.S. health officials have warned it may be impossible to eliminate the disease there, warning it
could be a continuing threat mainly for gay and bisexual men for years to come.

Mpox was first named monkeypox in 1958 when research monkeys in Denmark were observed
to have a “pox-like” disease, although they are not thought to be the disease’s animal reservoir.

Although WHO has named numerous new diseases shortly after they emerged, including
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS and COVID-19, this appears to be the first time
the agency has attempted to rechristen a disease decades after it was first named.

Numerous other diseases, including Japanese encephalitis, German measles, Marburg virus
and Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome have been named after geographic regions, which
could now be considered prejudicial. WHO has not suggested changing any of those names.
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A file photo of the Olympic rings set up at Trocadero plaza that overlooks the Eiffel Tower. |
Photo Credit: AP

Facial recognition will not be used as a security measure during the 2024 Olympics and
Paralympics, France’s sports ministry said. 

(For insights on emerging themes at the intersection of technology, business and
policy, subscribe to our tech newsletter Today’s Cache.)

Minister of Sport Amélie Oudéa-Castéra said that a bill dictating the game’s organisational plan
explicitly excludes facial recognition technology from the event, a report by Biometric Update
noted. 

The bill will formalise the pledge taken by public officials to ensure that biometric facial scans will
not be a part of the events scheduled for 2024, it added.

Instead of biometrics, France will add video protection devices using intelligent anonymised
algorithms to manage crowd. It plans to include augmented cameras that are capable of
detecting objects abandoned by owners on public highways, Oudéa-Castéra said.

Artificial intelligence will also be used to facilitate security during the competition, she added. 

France is adding around 400 additional video surveillance cameras in Paris as part of
preparations for the Games that will be organised from July to August, 2024. 

Politicians in the country have called for increased use of facial recognition at major sporting
events in view of the events at Stade de France where fans stormed the gates with fake tickets
in May 2022. At that time police had to deploy tear gas against fans.  

https://www.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/article61456542.ece
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